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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRPERSON
Distinguished delegates,
 
It is an honor to welcome you all to DISEC at QMUN’22! My name is Roneet
Khattar and I am privileged to be your chairperson this year.

I am a grade 11 student whose deep interests lie in international politics and
economics. Having participated in various MUN’S over a span of six years. Thanks
to my passion for Model United Nations and development, I had the honor to be
named part of the 2022 executive team, and now, will be serving my last MUN
experience by acting as the Chairperson of DISEC.

Through the years since the establishment of the United Nations, it has solved many
foreign and domestic conflicts across the world. The importance and significance of
the United Nations on the global stage cannot be denied. However, even to this day,
conflicts and disputes between neighboring sovereignties are rampant.

The question of Taiwan and the demilitarization of the South China Sea is a theme
that heavily interests me, as I consider it to be one of the world’s biggest issues that
have been ongoing for decades.

With this, I would like to introduce my Deputy Chairperson, Avnish Mohta, an
enthusiastic debater who is frequently observed pondering on various economic
studies and headlines.Our second Deputy Chairperson is Harsh Agrawal, school's
Academics Captain and as the name suggests, he is often found with his books
studying at the adarshila.
 
We look forward to spending two fruitful days with all of you and are eager to
witness productive debates. Over the course of these two days, we hope to see all of
you present your unique perspectives on the agenda while discussing an issue as
sensitive as this. 
 
Yours in diplomacy,
Roneet Khattar
Chairperson-DISEC
QMUN 22.
For queries: sis.1727@selaqui.org 

 



Maritime Security in Southeast Asia and South China Sea is an issue whose recent
exacerbation has attracted downright importance as a consequence of the intersection of
two promising factors. China maintains the restriction of intelligence gathering
activities by foreign personnel under international law. The situation intensified as
importance was thrown on the Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) by the Third United
Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). Secondly, the worsening of the
condition of maritime security has been the contribution of change in roles, as maritime
forces have moved from domestic support to protection from external threats-piracy,
terrorism, drug abuse, and illegal migration.

 

INTRODUCTION



The General Assembly of the United Nations was established under Chapter IV of
the UN charter. The General Assembly is the main organ of the United Nations and
is divided into 6 main committees to treat issues under a more specific scope. 

The Disarmament and International Security (DISEC), also commonly referred to as
the first committee, deals with “disarmament, global challenges and threats to peace
that affect the international community and seeks out solutions to the challenges in
the international security regime”; as stated in the United Nations website.1 The first
resolution of the committee was created in 1946 to address international worries
about the events in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, highlighting the concern for
“Establishment of a Commission to Deal with the Problems Raised by the Discovery
of Atomic Energy.

In the DISEC committee, there are a total of 193 members, each of which has one
single vote. Observer states, such as the Holy See and Palestine can attend different
meetings, but as their name suggests, observer states can only spectate debate, and
thus, can’t vote to pass or discard proposals. Solutions that are passed in the DISEC
committee cannot be put into action directly, as the only body in the UN that can
take solutions directly from the committee is the United Nations Security Council.
Instead of directly putting resolutions into action, DISEC can pass non-binding
solutions under the scope of the 1945 UN Charter, thus, suggesting countries or
entities change their policies according to the nature of the solutions accorded.

Under the topic of disarmament and international security, the theme that the DISEC
committee will be discussing and hopefully reaching an agreement for is the
Question of Taiwan with special emphasis on maritime security and disarmament in
the south china sea.

COMMITTEE OVERVIEW
 



TERRITORIAL DISPUTES
REGARDING THE SEA

 The South China Sea is an extremely significant body of water in a geopolitical
sense. It is the second most used sea lane in the world, while in terms of world
annual merchant fleet tonnage, over 50% passes through the Strait of Malacca, the
Sunda Strait, and the Lombok Strait. The South China Sea also contains the three
primary areas of contested territory, the Spratly Islands, the Paracel Islands, and
Scarborough Shoal. These territorial disputes have been the spark for an expansion
program of the region's maritime forces (naval and air assets) that were only checked
by the Asian financial crisis. While the financial crisis had significant impact on the
arms modernization programs of many of the states in Southeast Asia this has for the
most part merely resulted in a delay of the programs rather than a cancellation of the
modernization programs.

The South China Sea issue is a particularly sensitive issue due to the widely held
belief among the coastal states that in addition to the known presence of important
fisheries resources, the area under dispute also embeds considerable seabed
resources, most especially hydrocarbons.

The South China Sea also represents a strategic waterway of global significance,
providing the key maritime link between the Indian and Pacific Oceans. The
nationalism that underlies the sovereignty claims should not be forgotten, however.
The seemingly intractable nature of these complex jurisdictional disputes has led the
littoral states to place increasing emphasis on their ability to enforce their
sovereignty claims. A dispute broached for the hegemony of the particular area has
been rather inevitable.



History
A flashback to the start, From the 17th Century, significant numbers of Austronesian
tribal migrants started arriving from China, often fleeing turmoil or hardship. Most
were Hoklo Chinese from Fujian (Fukien) province or Hakka Chinese, largely from
Guangdong. The descendants of these two migrations are now by far the largest
demographic groups on the island.

While Taiwan was still under Japanese rule, the Republic of China was founded on
the mainland on 1 January 1912. The ROC administration of Taiwan was strained by
increasing tensions between Taiwanese-born people and newly arrived mainlanders,
which were compounded by economic woes, such as hyperinflation. Furthermore,
cultural and linguistic conflicts between the two groups quickly led to the loss of
popular support for the new government, while the mass movement led by the
working committee of the Chinese Communist Party also aimed to bring down the
Kuomintang government.

After losing control of mainland China in 1949, the ROC retained control of Taiwan
and Penghu. These territories have remained under ROC governance until the present
day. One of the reasons Taiwan is still fighting for its true independence.

 



IDENTIFICATION OF TAIWAN
There is disagreement and confusion about what Taiwan is. China regards Taiwan as a
breakaway province which it has vowed to retake, by force if necessary. But Taiwan's
leaders say it is much more than a province, arguing that it is a sovereign state. It has
its constitution, democratically elected leaders, and about 300,000 active troops in its
armed forces.
 
Chiang Kai-shek's Republic of China (ROC) government, which fled the mainland to
Taiwan in 1949, at first claimed to represent the whole of China, which is intended to
re-occupy. It held China's seat on the United Nations Security Council and was
recognized by many Western nations as the only Chinese government. 

But in 1971, the UN switched diplomatic recognition to Beijing and the ROC
government was forced out. Since then, the number of countries that recognize the
ROC government diplomatically has fallen drastically to about 15.

Given the huge divide between these two positions, most other countries seem happy to
accept the current ambiguity, whereby Taiwan has virtually all of the characteristics of
an independent state, even if its legal status remains unclear.

 



RECENT GROWTH IN HOSTILITY
Relations between China and Taiwan started improving in the 1980s. China put
forward a formula, known as "one country, two systems", under which Taiwan
would be given significant autonomy if it accepted Chinese reunification.

This system was established in Hong Kong to be used as something of a showcase to
entice Taiwanese people back to the mainland.

Taiwan rejected the offer, but it did relax rules on visits to and investment in China.
In 1991, it also proclaimed the war with the People's Republic of China on the
mainland to be over.
There were also limited talks between the two sides' unofficial representatives,
though Beijing's insistence that Taiwan's Republic of China (ROC) government is
illegitimate meant government-to-government meetings couldn't happen.

Despite the lack of formal ties, the US has pledged to supply Taiwan with defensive
weapons and has stressed any attack by China would cause "grave concern".
Throughout 2018, China stepped up pressure on international companies, forcing
them to list Taiwan as a part of China on their websites and threatening to block
them from doing business in China if they failed to comply.

 



. 

CHINA’S MILITARY POTENTIAL
The concerns over the Chinese intentions over the South China Sea may be a
spinning factor with mammoth consequences but is one of the many territorial
disputes that China experiences. Ergo, the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) in
general and the PLA Navy(PLA-N), the South China Sea disputes render an
excellent basis for justifying the need to modernize China’s maritime forces.
By focusing on the disputes in the South China Sea the risks and benefits on
the political, economic, and military level were minimal as compared with
other disputes, such as that with Japan over the Sengakus or the US over
Taiwan.

While the South China Sea represented the threat of foreign encroachment on
Chinese territory, the threat was from small Southeast Asian states that the
PLA-N believed it could easily handle. The distance from the mainland and the
"dangerous ground" of the Spratlys meant that the naval forces would need to
be a modern, technically proficient, combat-ready, long-distance navy skilled
in joint operations. On the non-military front, China's political and economic
ties with the other claimants were also not as strong as those with Japan and the
economic returns offered by the South China Sea could be substantial and
immediate.



 

DISARMAMENT IN THE
SOUTH CHINA SEA

Following the nature of the committee, the main focus of this dispute is
the militarization of the conflict that’s been escalating within the past few
years. This escalation started around 2015 when China started to build
runways of their artificial islands and upgrade their military infrastructure.
5 years later, this issue intensified as US admiral and commander of USS
Nimitz, James Kirk, claimed that Chinese military activity is rising on the
south China sea, increasing the number of naval exercises. As a result, the
US plans to intervene by attempting to stop China’s maritime influence
from expanding, using both diplomatic and military tactics. Moreover,
China takes a more aggressive stance as recent reports from this year state
how Chinese military flight patterns become frequent.

 



INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORKS
UNCLOS: Before the 21st Century, countries such as Vietnam, China, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Philippines, and Brunei joined the United Nations Convention for the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS), an international agreement that politically supports countries
that present a valid argument to the case. The United Nations Convention of the Law
of the Sea, also known as the Law of the sea treaty, is an international agreement
that became effective in 1982. This agreement defines the rights and responsibilities
of a nation towards the ocean and its use, taking into consideration the environment,
business, and the management and exploitation of marine resources. In regards to
the South China Sea, which is labeled as a semi-enclosed sea after Article 122 in the
agreement, it demands that adjacent states reach agreements peacefully, which is
what we are looking forward to accomplishing as a committee. 
 
Commission on the Limits of Continental Shelves: A body of 21 experts in the field
of geology, geophysics, or hydrography, these established by the UNCLOS. The
commission can make recommendations to littoral states about the establishment of
limits outside their land area (maritime territory).

 



ELEMENT OF CONFLICT

 

Economic advantages: The conflict over South China Sea’s territorial control mainly
lies over economic interests, as it has monetary benefits and possibilities for
economic growth. 
 Trade: Despite resource exploitation, another main interest that countries have over
the South China sea is the trade possibilities that it holds. An estimated amount of
5.3 trillion dollars’ worth of global trade flows through the South China sea, which
adds to the importance of retaining or acquiring the rights to certain areas within the
South China sea. Over 64 percent of China’s maritime trade flowed through the
South China sea in 2016, followed by 42 percent of Japan’s maritime trade, which
demonstrates how essential are the maritime crossroads in that area. If the South
China sea trade were to be disrupted by lack of consensus and agreements, a global
economic crisis would follow, as the South China sea represents more than 21
percent of international trade.
Military Dimension: Apart from potentially disrupting commercial shipping, China’s
artificial islands have raised the stakes further as the country has been building
runways, increasing the tension between countries as a plane landed on said islands
in 2015. Apart from this, satellites suggest that China upgraded its military
infrastructure, and thousands of vessels, including naval ships and coastal patrols,
have been transiting the east of the South China sea, which heightens the risk for an
armed conflict with Taiwan.



Questions a resolution must answer
1. How can Taiwan be considered for membership in the UN with Chinese consent
(consensual agreements)?
2. How will DISEC assure that a possible re-division of territory is equivalent and fair? 
3. Should there be limits to the amount of military infrastructure constructed in the South
China Sea?

4. How can PRC and ROC negotiate on the ‘One China Policy’ to broker peace in the
South China Sea?
5. What should be the status of Taiwan in the United Nations and UN related activities
considering its population cannot be excluded solely over disputes in sovereignty?
6. How should the mandate of the UNCLOS come into effect when considering the South
China Sea?

 

QARMA’S



COMMITTEE EXPECTATIONS

For the committee, I recommend you come well prepared, and as a reward for
reading the letter from the director (a thing which I rarely did), I’ll give you a small
tip: Investigate the Articles in the UNCLOS, we expect the delegates in the
committee to be well-versed with the agenda and present arguments which have a
pragmatic and logical approach. Considering that this is a continuous crisis
committee, we believe that all the delegates would stay vigilant and observant
throughout the duration of the committee. 


