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Letter from the Chairperson
Honorable delegates,

It is my distinct pleasure to welcome you to The Economic and Social Council at the 6th
Edition of the Selaqui International School Model United Nations Conference. Prepare
yourselves for two days of debates and being challenged as a delegate. You will have the
opportunity to meet students of diverse backgrounds and have an all-around amazing
experience, both in and outside of the committee. My name is Ayaan Khan and I am
privileged to be your chairperson this year.

Through the years since the establishment of the United Nations, it has solved many
foreign and domestic conflicts across the world. The importance and significance of the
United Nations on the global stage cannot be denied. 

This year, we will be discussing the topic of the impact of pandemics affecting our
sustainable development goals with a special focus on industry innovation and
infrastructure. Global crisis caused by the pandemic of COVID-19, from early 2020, can
compromise the world committed to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
This study discusses critical aspects of the global pandemic for the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). More precisely, we analyze how the new
circumstances created by the pandemic have affected the interdependencies between
SDGs.

I expect each and every one of you to be well-read - going beyond the background guide
- and give your very best at this conference. I look forward to meeting you all. I promise
you will have an unforgettable experience at QMUN 22. In the meantime, please do not
hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or concerns. 

Yours sincerely,
Ayaan Khan
sis.1333@selaqui.org

Email id- sis.1566@selaqui.org
 



Background Guide:Introduction
The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is one of the 6 principal organs of the United
Nations System established by the UN Charter in 1945. It consists of 54 Members of the
United Nations elected by the General Assembly. ECOSOC coordinates economic, social,
and related work of the fourteen United Nations specialized agencies, functional
commissions and five regional commissions. It serves as the central forum for discussing
international economic and social issues, and for formulating policy recommendations
addressed to Member States and the United Nations system. It is responsible for:
• promoting higher standards of living, full employment, and economic and social progress;
• identifying solutions to international economic, social and health problems;
• facilitating international cultural and educational cooperation; and
• encouraging universal respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

ECOSOC holds one four-week session each year in July, and since 1998 has also held an
annual meeting in April with finance ministers heading key committees of the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). Additionally, the High-Level Political Forum
(HLPF), which reviews implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, is
convened under the auspices of the Council every July. The theme that the ECOSOC
committee will be discussing and hopefully reaching an agreement for is the impact of
pandemic affecting our sustainable development goals with a special focus on industry
innovation and infrastructure.
At the ECOSOC World Summit in 2005, it was mandated that the council convene annual
ministerial reviews, designed to monitor progress on internationally agreed development
goals, and a biennial Development Cooperation Forum. For discussion in the context of the
United Nations, see the section on the Economic and Social Council in the United Nations
article



Current situation due to pandemic
 The COVID-19 pandemic is more than a health crisis; it is an

economic crisis, a humanitarian crisis, a security crisis, and a
human rights crisis. This crisis has highlighted severe fragilities
and inequalities within and among nations. Coming out of this
crisis will require a whole-of-society, whole-of-government and
whole-of-the-world approach driven by compassion and solidarity.

COVID-19 is hitting an already weak and fragile world economy.
Global growth in 2019 was already the slowest since the global
financial crisis of 2008/2009. COVID-19 has plunged the world
economy into a recession with the potential of deep consequences
and historical levels of unemployment and deprivation. Necessary
measures to contain the spread of the disease through quarantines,
travel restrictions and lockdown of cities have resulted in a
significant reduction in demand and supply. Economic activities in
transportation, retail trade, leisure, hospitality and recreation have
been battered. And we have seen from plunging stock markets that
public trust in the health response has direct and immediate
economic effects. 

The supply chain disruptions halting the manufacturing industry
and the falling commodity prices, in particular oil, further
compound the economic impact of the pandemic. This has rattled
the financial markets, tightened liquidity conditions in many
countries, created unprecedented outflows of capital from
developing countries and put pressure on the foreign exchange
markets, with some countries experiencing dollar shortages. Weak
local currencies will constrain the government’s ability for fiscal
stimulus at the scale needed to stabilize the economy and to tackle
the health crisis and human crisis. 



Current situation due to pandemic
 

Figure 3 shows that according to ILO estimates, we could lose
between 5 million and 25 million jobs and see losses in labor
income in the range of USD 860 billion to USD 3,4 trillion. Small
and medium enterprises, the self-employed, and daily wage earners
are hit the hardest. The current crisis threatens to push back the
limited gains made on gender equality and exacerbate the
feminization of poverty, vulnerability to violence, and women’s
equal participation in the labor force. Migrants account for almost
30 per cent of workers in some of the most affected sectors in
OECD countries. Massive job losses among migrant workers will
have knock-on effects on economies heavily dependent on
remittances, such as El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Nepal, Tonga,
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan. Effects are expected to be substantial in
economies with a large informal sector, where often social
protection systems do not exist or are limited, or, in the formal
sector, exposed to market volatility



Impact of covid on middle-
income countries

 
Coming on top of long-term employment challenges, the COVID-19 crisis has
severely impacted economies around the world. Due to the nature of their labor
markets, middle-income countries (MICs), including India, have experienced
greater employment declines than advanced economies. Some sectors have been
hit harder than others, while certain groups—including women, youth, migrants
and those in the informal economy—have felt the brunt of the crisis even more
strongly. The crisis has raised unemployment and, even more, has also pushed
many out of the labor force, raising inactivity. Overall, the crisis has exacerbated
existing inequalities in countries and across countries. The major challenge for
MICs is to finance the continuing efforts to battle the crisis while shifting to a job-
rich and inclusive recovery. Key lessons have already emerged, which are relevant
for India and other developing countries, including the importance of building a
more resilient and inclusive labor market through strong institutions and policies.
Tragically, the COVID-19 crisis risks reversing decades of progress in the fight
against poverty and exacerbating already high levels of inequality within and
between countries. Volatility, combined in some countries with market tampering
and stockpiling, is starting to impact the prices of food, with deleterious effects on
nutrition of the most vulnerable. Unless measures are promptly put in place, the
disruptions imposed by the pandemic and the measures adopted to suppress the
virus will dramatically worsen the situation. This is especially important in large
least developed countries, where the degree of complexity of the crisis is likely to
be further compounded by the significant size of the vulnerable population and the
extent of the informal sector.



 What we know so far
 The potential worldwide impact is estimated to be $2.7 trillion by Orlik and others at

Bloomberg, with the Asian Development Bank presenting scenarios ranging from
$77 billion to $347 billion and an OECD analysis predicting a half of global
economic growth.

Here's a roundup of recent research on the crisis's actual and potential economic
effects in low- and middle-income countries: 

• Baker-McKenzie reviews the likely impact across sectors in African countries,
mostly focusing on the impact that stems from slowdown in the Chinese economy,
with reduced Chinese demand for raw materials, likely reduced investments in
energy, mining, and other sectors, and a fall in travel and tourism. (March 10)
• An Asian Development Bank brief proposes four scenarios—best-case, moderate
impact, worse case, and worst case—for 22 Asian countries, projecting the largest
impacts in the Maldives, Cambodia, and Thailand. (March)
• DW documents how shutdowns in Chinese factories affect consumers in Africa.
“About a fourth of Ugandan imports come from China. Supply chains have been
interrupted for weeks because many Chinese factories shut down production. Small
traders selling textiles, electronics or household goods are in trouble… In Niger,
stocks of certain goods, including groceries, from China have already been
significantly decimated, leading to higher prices.” In Zimbabwe and Angola, exports
to China have crashed. (March 3)
• Jeremy Stevens of Standard Bank in Beijing points to an array of likely disruptions
but highlights that once the epidemic is under control, “much of the rationale for
China’s endeavors in Africa (or Belt and Road, for that matter) are to leverage
China’s competitive advantage in infrastructure, offshore some overcapacity sectors,
and heavier industry, and tap into fast-growing consumer markets. All of this
remains.” (February 28)



• Strategy& estimates “a potential loss of at least R200 million in Chinese tourist
spending” in South Africa. (February 20)
• Dai, Hu, and Zhang report from the Enterprise Survey for Innovation and
Entrepreneurship in China that “20 percent of surveyed firms will be unable to last
beyond a month on a cash flow basis, and 64 percent beyond three months,
presenting a dire picture for [small and medium-sized enterprise] bankruptcies under
an extended epidemic scenario.” (February 28)

As you can see, most of the data and observed impacts in the developing world so
far stem from production and export stoppages from China, and pre-date the
worsening economic conditions in Europe and the United States. But as the
economies of other countries slow down with the spread of the disease, we’ll see
these impacts show up more clearly in economic data and likely grow over time. 



Introduction to Sustainable
Development Goals

 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by all United Nations Member
States in 2015, provides a shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and the
planet, now and into the future. At its heart are the 17 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), which are an urgent call for action by all countries - developed and developing -
in a global partnership. They recognize that ending poverty and other deprivations must
go hand-in-hand with strategies that improve health and education, reduce inequality,
and spur economic growth – all while tackling climate change and working to preserve
our oceans and forests. The SDGs build on decades of work by countries and the UN,
including the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs.
The 17 SDGs are

• Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms
• Goal 2: Zero Hunger
• Goal 3: Health
• Goal 4: Education
• Goal 5: Gender equality and women’s empowerment
• Goal 6: Water and Sanitation
• Goal 7: Energy
• Goal 8: Economic Growth
• Goal 9: Infrastructure, industrialization
• Goal 10: Inequality
• Goal 11: Cities
• Goal 12: Sustainable consumption and production
• Goal 13: Climate Action
• Goal 14: Oceans
• Goal 15: Biodiversity, forests, desertification
• Goal 16: Peace, justice and strong institutions
• Goal 17: Partnerships



United Nations Sustainable Development Summit 2015



Initiatives taken by countries
 

Countries have committed to prioritize progress for those who're furthest behind.
The SDGs are designed to end poverty, hunger, AIDS, and discrimination against
women and girls.
INDIA
India has made steady progress towards achieving the United Nations’ Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) in areas of health, energy, and infrastructure, as per the
latest NITI Aayog’s SDG India Index which shows the strides taken by the country
in social, economic, and environmental development over the past year. Since 2019,
India’s overall score across SDGs has gone up from 60 to 66 in 2021 due to nation-
wide improvement in ‘clean water and sanitation’ and ‘affordable and clean energy’
respectively, according to an official NITI Aayog release. With one-third of the
journey towards achieving the 2030 Agenda already over, the latest edition of the
SDG India Index focuses on the role and significance of partnerships in this
initiative. “The report reflects on the partnerships we have built and strengthened
during our SDG efforts. The narrative throws light on how collaborative initiatives
can result in better outcomes and greater impacts”.
Current flagship policies and programmes of Government of India such as Swachh
Bharat Mission (SBM), BetiBachao-BetiPadhao (BBBP), Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY), Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Gram Jyoti Yojana (DDUGJY) and Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
(Pmuy)



What sustainability challenge does
United States have

Climate change, energy, species conservation, invasive species, deforestation,
mining, nuclear accidents, pesticides, pollution, waste, and overpopulation are all
challenges in the United States. Despite the implementation of hundreds of steps,
the rate of environmental concerns is quickly growing rather than decreasing.
Because the natural and economic resources on which it is based will not be
accessible in the future, the American way of life—300+ million people enjoying
historically exceptional living standards—will not be sustainable.
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