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So what do I blame, time or me? For me being stuck to the

oblivious or for time being so swift to flee.

After coming back this time, I pondered deeply upon how I

genuinely got to where I am now, and it hit me that it wasn’t

grand and spectacular. In fact, never in my life did I

imagine being where I am today until my life decided to

take this extreme turn. A 20 min WhatsApp video call with

the Headmaster was all it took for me to realise that I would

very well like to give myself another chance and spend the

next few moments of my time here, on this beautiful campus

with a mediocre crowd. I wasn’t sanguine about

experiencing the ‘boarding school life’ and took the last

year for granted. But what took place in that short span of

time eventually went on to diversify my life. I met so many

people whom I found extremely hard to comprehend and

some who matched the vibe I was so ravenous for. It

saddens me how I am mostly confined to the house and still

haven’t explored and found my ‘favourite spot’ on this

campus, I sincerely blame Corona and the strict rules of our

school. It’s my last year and I honestly want to end this on a

good note, have a smooth sail till I make it to the end…

though it won't be an easy journey as the winds might take

my ship to waters I may not find comfortable to sail in, but I

promised myself to not stray away from my course because

this time it will be nigh impossible for me to find a way out

of the deep water. This last year, I want to and must make

the most out of every day, I want to find my favourite spot, I

want to take a nap in the ‘Aadharshila’, give back to the

school, the girl's house, I want to be at peace, to make the

most out of every day as in the end it's not worldly treasures

that will matter but the memories I have made.

S A I L I N G  W I T H  T I M E

" A L L  M Y  L I F E  I  T H O U G H T  A I R  W A S  F R E E .  U N T I L  I  B O U G H T  A  B A G  O F
C H I P S . " - A N O N Y M O U S

B Y  J E F F R I N  A H M E D
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If you live under a rock or haven’t gone

through the newspaper in a while, you

might find yourself pondering upon,

‘What is happening in Afghanistan?’

The past two weeks have been truly a

nightmare for Afghanistan as It has once

again fallen under the control of the

Taliban. This fundamentalist group was

removed from Afghanistan in 2001 by

the US-led forces but it seems the group

established control with its rapid

offence as they stormed the capital of

Kabul on 15th August. Taliban went from

controlling some cities to the entire

country. Spreading like a wildfire as they

took control over cities with each

passing day yet nobody had anticipated

that Kabul would have been taken over

within 24 hours. Why did Afghanistan’s

capital fall so quickly? Among the key

causes, analysts say, are intelligence

failures, a more powerful Taliban,

corruption, money, cultural differences

and willpower. Afghanistan’s national

army and police forces were supposed

to be a powerful deterrent to the

Taliban. In addition to other reasons, the

situation was born out of uncertainty

created by talks held in Doha, Qatar,

more than a year and a half ago. The

agreement was finalized in February

2020 between the US and the Taliban,

confirming full American withdrawal

along with reduced allied forces. 

The Takeover

By Shyam Aggarwal

In late July US President Joe Biden reiterated

the US’s commitment to fulfilling the Doha

agreement, confirming the withdrawal of

troops by 31st August. Political Analysts were

enraged when Mr Biden said “We did not go to

Afghanistan to nation-build, It’s the right and

the responsibility of Afghan people alone to

decide their future and how they want to run

their country.” As this only led to making the

situation of the country more vulnerable.

Furthermore, Afghanistan’s top government

leadership quickly fled, ostensibly to avoid a

bloodbath on the streets of Kabul. President

Ashraf Ghani is now in the United Arab

Emirates. So what does this means for

Afghans? What is next for Afghanistan? I

believe the future of Afghanistan is very blurry

but if there is something we can be sure of I

think Afghans are now facing an uncertain

future ahead of them. The Afghan woman who 
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had made very successful gains after the overthrow

of 2001 are worried as they might be forced to be

once again confined to their home.. Taliban

spokesman Suhail Shaheen says the group will

respect the rights of women and minorities "as per

Afghan norms and Islamic values" but the fear still

lingers. Another major fear is that the country might

once again relapse and become the training ground

for terrorism. Even though Taliban officials insist that

they will fully adhere to the US deal and prevent any

group from using Afghan soil as a base for attacks

against the US and its allies, we all know just how

powerful Al-Qaeda is.

What all aid has been  provided to Afghanistan? U.S. forces

took control of Kabul’s Hamid Karzai International Airport to

manage the flow of transport and passenger planes in and

out of the country, with thousands of troops on the ground.

India evacuated 168 people, including 107 Indians, from

Kabul on Sunday amid a deteriorating security situation in

Afghanistan. China stepped in on Monday hinting at

financial assistance to the Taliban controlled Afghanistan,

saying it will play a “positive role”. On 22nd March, The

World Health Organisation (WHO) and United Nations

Children's Fund (Unicef) have called for the immediate

establishment of a 'humanitarian airbridge' for the sustained

and unimpeded delivery of medicines and other aid supplies

to Afghanistan. There are still many unanswered questions

and the situation still seems doom and gloom but we hope

for a better future for Afghanistan.



S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 1                                                      I S S U E - 1  S E R I A L  N O .  7 7

    

Mr. Prashant
Chaturvedi has recently

joined as a faculty of
history in the Humanities

department

TÊTÊ-A-TÊTÊ
I N  C O N V E R S A T I O N  W I T H  M R .

P R A S H A N T  C H A T U R V E D I

Q1. How do you encourage your students to care about

events that happened long ago? 

Ans. Let the dead Past bury its dead! 

        Act,— act in the living Present! 

        Heart within, and God o’erhead! 

Q2. How would you get your class interested in history?  

Ans.History Matters- First things first. Begin with a

story- Twice upon a time or some astonishing facts. 

Q.3 One ruler from the past whom you relate yourself with  

Ans. Ashoka 

Q4. Your co-curricular interest(s) 

Ans. Debate 

Q5. Which is one of your hidden talents? 

Ans. Swimming-hidden under the water! 

Q6. If you won the lottery and decided to give up teaching,

what would you do instead? 

Ans. Read and meditate  

Q7. What classes you enjoy more- Offline mode/Online mode

s 

Ans. Offline- very much inline 

Q8. Is there a quote or saying that you live your life by? 

Ans. Let us, then, be up and doing, 

       With a heart for any fate; 

       Still achieving, still pursuing, 

       Learn to labor and to wait. 

Q9. What’s the best/worst thing about being a teacher? 

Ans. Best-One keeps growing with them 

        Worst- Chasing for completion of work 

Q10. What would the students be surprised to find out

about you? 

Ans. That there is nothing to be surprised about! 

        Sum it up in one word  

        Campus -serene 

         SeQuins- enterprising 

Q11. One change you would wish to see immediately

 Ans. I am thinking....... 



                                          

When people talk about the pandemic

that turned the lives of so many around,

people rarely seem to talk about the

dear students— from cancelled boards

to the terrible stress of online classes, no

one can argue the fact that this has

been incredibly hard for them. When

schools in Uttarakhand opened up

again, there were many individuals

reluctant to come back to the beautiful

place that was once their home. This is

because the social distancing required

is actually not developmentally

appropriate for adolescent students,

and children 

                                  

With the threat of Covid looming over our heads,

educational decisions are getting tougher to

make. Taking into consideration all the aspects of

shifting hundreds of students to offline education

from online classes, the reopening of schools is

the right decision.

There’s nothing more important than a child’s

safety and health. In a boarding school, medical

attention is in-house. If one were at home, there’s

no saying how long it’ll take to reach the hospital

or receive medical attention at a quick notice but

in school, the doctor’s right here. The safety a

boarding school provides is unparalleled. Once

the child enters school, all contact with the

outside world is cut off. Prior to mixing up with

their batchmates, students are quarantined and

RT-PCR tests are conducted. 

Life at home can get boring and monotonous

once you’re accustomed to living in a boarding

school. At home, many of us lack interactions with

those of our age groups and this does have a

negative impact on our mental health. The

lockdown did report an increase in cases of

depression and anxiety in children, especially

adolescents. The reopening of schools has given

us a structured day that allows us to be

organized and active. At home, perhaps the most

one does is going to the kitchen to get something

to munch on. In school, we have a set time to

study, play and spend an ample amount of time

reflecting on ourselves and chitchatting with

friends. 
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 Face-off
          Was reopening schools the right decision?Raina Bhatia

Anushka Singh
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Raina (contd.)

Talking about the mode of teaching, a new

pattern has been created wherein online

methods have been fused with offline

methods for better results. This has given us

the best of both worlds. Learning in an actual

classroom does have its own charm.

Collaborative tasks, open-ended discussions,

heated debates on ‘pineapple on pizza’, and

small talks while the teacher rambles on and

on about the syllabus (which is important…of

course).

Reopening schools has perhaps even given

certain children new beginnings. Those who

lost loved ones have indeed been through a

lot, and that too alone with only their

close/immediate family. Children who have

lost someone do need the support of their

friends and the daily dose of distraction a

busy routine provides.

All said and done, the reopening of schools

has been a great decision that requires a very

well-thought-out plan and foresight. 

Anushka (contd)

cannot truly live up to these expectations, and

cleaning the surface can never be enough.

COVID 19 can hang in the air for hours at a

time, and no matter how many times we wipe

the school desks, floors, or doorknobs, the virus

remains in it. Permitting so many students who

are yet to be vaccinated can cause more than

a little panic among the crowd of those actually

concerned. Though coming back to school is full

of potential benefits from almost every end, it

however makes one wonder how long this will

go on for this challenging time? As schools

reopen and try to get back the normalcy that

they long ago had, is it wrong to say that we

might be walking into even more risk headfirst?

Literary Corner 
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आज़ादी का �तीक ह,ै 15 अग�त,
रा�� ीय पव� ह,ै 15 अग�त
�वतं�ता सेना�नय� का ब�लदान ह,ै 15 अग�त,
देश क� शान ह,ै 15 अग�त
हमारा अ�भमान ह,ै 15 अग�त
‘आज़ादी’ श�द हर �कसी ने सुना ह ैऔर ये सुनने म� ब�त ही साधारण सा श�द लगता ह ैपर इस श�द को हमारे जीवन म� लाने के �लए और इस
श�द का हमारे देश म� �योग करने के �लए जो संघष� �कया गया ह ैवो सबको नह� पता ह.ै......
जब तक हमारे पास कोई चीज़ होती ह ैतब तक हम� उसक� कोई क़� नह� होती ह ैऔर उसी तरह ये आज़ादी ह ै�य��क जब हमारे पास ये नह� थी
तब हमे इसका मह�व पता था और ये ब�त ही मह�वपूण� लगती थी और आज जब ह,ै तो कोई इस पर �यादा �यान नह� देता ह।ै
15 अग�त को ��येक वष� हम �वतं�ता �दवस इस�लए मनाते ह� �य��क इस �दन 1947 के समय हम अं�ेज़� क� गुलामी से आज़ाद �ए थे। 15
अग�त का �दन इस बात का भी �तीक ह ैऔर हम� याद �दलाता ह ै�क हम अपने देश के वीर� को, �ज�ह�ने हमे उड़ने क� आज़ादी �दलायी उ�ह�
उनके इस मह�वपूण� योगदान के �लए याद कर सक�  और उ�ह� स�मान दे सक�  | इस �दन रा�� ीय अवकाश भी घो�षत �कया गया �जससे लोग
अपना सारा काम छोड़ कर अपने ��ततम जीवन म� से एक �दन �नकालकर कर उ�ह� सम�प�त कर सक� । ये �दन अ��ज� के शासन के अंत और
�वंत� भारतीय शासन क� �थापना का �तीक ह ै| यह दो देश� भारत और पा�क�तान के बीच �वभाजन क� वष�गांठ का भी �तीक ह ै|
‘�वतं�ता �दवस’ भारत म� �वजारोहण समारोह और रा��गान के गायन के साथ मनाया जाता ह।ै इसके अलावा अनेक सं�था� म� सां�कृ�तक
काय��म भी आयो�जत �कये जाते ह� | भारतवासी इस उ�सव को बड़े ही धूमधाम के साथ देश के जवान� और उनके साह�सक कारनाम� को याद
करके मनाते ह�। इस �दन हमारे
�धान मं�ी �द�ली म� लाल �कले के ऐ�तहा�सक �थल पर �वजारोहण करते ह� जो �क हमारे सै�नक� और पु�लस के सद�य� क� एक परेड़ से शु�
होता ह।ै इस ऐ�तहा�सक �त�थ पर हमारे �धानमं�ी सभी देशवा�सय� को टलेी�वज़न पर संबो�धत भी करते ह� �जसमे वह �पछले वष� के दौरान
भारत क� �मुख उपलि�धय� का वण�न करते ह� और भ�व�य क� चुनौ�तय� और ल�य� को रेखां�कत करते ह�।
...............यहाँ सबसे मह�वपूण� ��न यह ह ै�क ‘�या �सफ़�  यही करने के �लए हमे आजाद �कया गया था ?, जो आज हो रहा ह ै? �या उसे
देखकर लग रहा ह ै�क हम आजाद ह�, �या हमारे वीर हमारे देश क� �द�शा को नजरंदाज करके मा� इन समारोह से खुश ह�गे ? मुझे लगता ह ै�क
इन समारोह से �यादा अगर हम एकता, �व�छता, आचार, अ�ह�सा आ�द जैसी स�ावना� का �चार कर� और इन मू�य� पर चल�, तब हमारा देश
सही मायने म� आजाद कहलाएगा और जहाँ कह� से भी हमारे �वतं�ता सेनानी हम� देख रह� ह�गे, उन सभी को हम पर गव� होगा............। ले�कन
आजादी �मलने के इतने बरस� बाद भी आज भारत अपराध, जा�तवाद, स��दायवाद, आतंकवाद, ��ाचार, �ह�सा, गर�बी, बेरोजगार�, अ�श�ा
जैसी सम�या� से लड़ रहा ह।ै हम सभी को एक होकर इन सम�या� को ख�म करने क� को�शश करनी चा�हए। भारत को जब तक हम इन
सम�या� से बाहर नह� �नकालते..... तब तक �वतं�ता सेना�नय� का सपना पूरा नह� होगा। इस�लए इस बार हम सभी का एक ही ल�य होना
चा�हए �क,
हम सभी एक होकर चलना सीख� ह�.........एक होकर बढ़ने, चलने और �यास करने से ही �े� और �वक�सत भारत का �व�ण�म �व�न साकार
होगा।
! जय �ह�द ! जय भारत !

‘हमारा द�श
और हमारी
आज़ाद�’
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