
LYCEUM TALK 
The first ‘non-virtual’ and sixth Lyceum Talk of the

session 2021-22   was organized on Sunday, 28th

November 2021. Divya Jaiswal and Mohak Bajaj

presented the talk on the topic “Education Needs

Education”, taking into consideration the drawbacks and

grave flaws in today’s education system. 

They talked about Gurukul and how we all tragically lost

this heritage to the British Raj. They fiercely criticized the

learning-centered education system and book-limited

teaching. 'Creativity' and 'wisdom' were referred to as a

'must-have virtue' for the upcoming future. 

The ‘Question Session’ came out to be the highlight of the

talk with rapid questions of criticism and expression being

thrown around and then smartly answered. 

In the end, Ms. Kamini Haldhar aptly summarized the talk

with an example of a potter and the way he shapes a pot

carefully and meticulously. 

The students’ weekend was intellectually stimulated by the

talk on education which is close to their hearts.
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Divya Jaiswal and Mohak Bajaj presented the talk on the topic
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drawbacks and grave flaws in today’s education system. 
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heritage to the British Raj. They fiercely criticized the

learning-centered education system and book-limited teaching.

'Creativity' and 'wisdom' were referred to as a 'must-have

virtue' for the upcoming future. 

The ‘Question Session’ came out to be the highlight of the talk

with rapid questions of criticism and expression being thrown

around and then smartly answered. 
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an example of a potter and the way he shapes a pot carefully

and meticulously. 

The students’ weekend was intellectually stimulated by the talk

on education which is close to their hearts.
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First aid and CPR training  
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Lalmuanawmi ,XI'S' (1912)

The First-Aid Program hosted at DPSG
aimed at sensitizing the attendees on the
importance of first-aid and how every
single second matters in saving a life.
The two speakers from the Dehradun
Society of Anaesthesiologists were
visually passionate about their topic of
interest and were eager to spread their
message to the people present. The
program was to make the attendees
aware of the procedures that must be
followed if they were to encounter an
unconscious person or a person with
similar symptoms. The speakers heavily
emphasized every single detail that must
be taken care of,  like finding a safe
place while attending the casualty to
informing the emergency medical
helpline for help. They gave a
demonstration on a mankin 'Anne' and
explained the procedure which included
the position of the heel of the palm on
the breastbone of the casualty, rate, and
frequency of compressions and
resuscitation.
Students who attended the workshop
were also given hypothetical situations
and were instructed in the way they
must conduct themselves throughout the
entire routine.
All in all, the program was smooth
sailing and both the speakers were
awarded a token of thanks from the
Senior Master Pastoral. These programs
are greatly functional and must be well-
encouraged, as they help us to
understand the greatness of the first-aid
and give us the aid we need to save
lives.



Simon's Anecdote 

I  find myself fortunate enough to be here. We have time and
plan for every activity. We have a schdeuled time for sports,
music, painting and even reading. 
I cannot forget to mention that I have learnt horse riding on
this campus which I otherwise would have not even dreamt
of.
 With every passing day, I am dead on my feet. It is never
because of the exhaustive days, but because of the attachment
I have developed with the school.
I am happy and contented that I have really learnt a lot.   
The lush green school campus itself is aesthetically pleasing to
the eyes. Enshrined between the Shivaliks in the South and
the Himalayas in the North, the school grounds inspire poetic
beauty and serenity. It is a wonderful place for me to learn
more about Indian culture and Hindi, the  commonly spoken
language. 
Moreover, I can still speak French with the French teacher!  It
is a great pleasure to discover a Francophile miles away  from
France.
However, I am gloating over the next months in
which I will enjoy the time to deepen my understanding of the
Indian culture— something I doubt would be any less than
the amazing adventure it has already been.

Bonjour! 
My name is Simon, and I am 17 years old. I am an exchange
student from France and have come here to be a part of
the SelaQui family for about ten months.
Before coming to Selaqui International School - a place that has
easily become a huge part of my fondest memories, I was in a
day school. 
It was a five days week school (unlike here where students also
go to school on Saturdays too). Being in this school with my
classmates and school mates, I feel that my home is Akash
House. 
I have to just take a few steps to reach to my school from my
house, home to me.
Though we have a structured day here. We have less freedom
than I usually had in a day school, but I find it fun. It has made
me disciplined. I have become more autonomous following the
schdeules day in and day out. 
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Simon Helly , XI 'H'



Basic E-mail
Etiquette

Include a clear, direct subject line. 

Your subject line must match the message. 

In official mails use a professional email

address. 

Think twice before hitting ‘Reply All.’ 

Include a signature block. 

Use professional salutations. 

Be cautious with your humor.

Reply to all your emails— even if

the email was not intended for you or

unless it is specified. 

Proofread every message. 

Add the email address last. 

Double-check that you

have selected the correct recipient. 

Keep your fonts classic. 

In case a corrected/amended mail is to be

re-sent, write in the second mail to 'please

delete' or 'ignore the previous mail'. 

"An E-mail can make or
break potential, so send
and respond to it wisely"
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Keep it short and get to the point

reasonably. 

Please check if you have attached the

relevant files in the

attachments before sending them to

the recipients. 

Always end the mail with 'Thanks' or

'Regards' followed by your name. 

In case you wish to highlight certain

parts of the email, you may display it in

bold but not in capital letters.  

Always transfer the mails received and are

no longer relevant into a personal folder so

that you keep only the unfinished tasks in

your Inbox. This will help you to be

efficient. 

You may alternatively flag

the emails that require a follow-up. 

You may mark the mails as 'Important' and

'Starred' for easy access. 



Tête-à-Tête Pallav Darbhari
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What was your fondest memory as
a student? 
I felt incredibly happy when my teachers requested
my parents to blandish me to devote more time to
sports even though they were asking the other
parents to persuade their wards to devote more
time to their studies. 

One thing you liked in your
previous school. 

All the teachers were very cooperative and
supportive towards each other. 

What led you to become a teacher? 
From the time I was young, I have loved learning
and appreciated the great teachers who have
opened new worlds for me. It is the only career I
ever considered because I genuinely wanted to
follow their example and, in my turn, install a joy
of learning in my students. 

One word that defines you
‘Focus’ is a word that I like to associate with
myself. 

One thing which makes you
different from others. 

I believe that performing actions is much better
than giving reactions. 

One character from a movie or a
book that you relate to the most and
why?

I am a big Fan of Shri Hanuman Prashad Poddar Ji,
who was the editor of Kalyan Magazine and while
performing any work, I like to seek his guidance. 

य� योगे�र: कृ�णो य� पाथ� धनुध�र: | 
त� �ी�व�जयो भू�त�ुवा नी�तम��तम�म 
This verse of Bhagwat Geeta declares that
wherever Lord Kṛiṣhṇa and his pure devotee is,
there shall be prosperity, victory, wealth, and
righteousness. Where the Supreme Lord and his
pure devotee are present, the light of the absolute
truth will always vanquish the darkness of
falsehood. There can be no other outcome. 



There’s a bird that used to live right outside my window
And I would watch her, day by day
She never moved from her place- stuck in a way
And all I could feel was the misery on her face
She always seemed to be looking
Watching the shadows like she would one day become it
Perhaps wishing she would turn into a phoenix
Come back to life when all of its ended
I sometimes put myself in her shoes
Wondering if she felt like me too
Right at home just to never belong
Because home is only for those
That know that they will never be lost
But she is lucky- she has wings to fly away
While I still just look out my window
misery, misery, misery
still keeping me awake
still keeping me awake
Day has passed, the bird has flown away
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The Bird Outside The Window

Anushka Singh XI'S' (1900)



I S S U E  N O .  1  |  D E C .  2 0 2 1

जनरल रावत का ज�म 16 माच� 1958 को उ�राखंड के पौड़ी म�
�आ था ।  रावत को भारतीय सेना म� �दसंबर 1978 म� 11 गोरखा
क� पांचव� बटा�लयन म� �नयु� �कया गया था । अपने 43 वष�
क� सेवा के दौरान, रावत ने ��गेड कमांडर, सै�य संचालन
�नदेशालय म� जनरल �टाफ ऑ�फसर �ेड 2, कन�ल सै�य स�चव
क� शाखा और जू�नयर कमांड �व�ग म� व�र� ��श�क के �प म�
काय� �कया ।  वह संयु� रा� शां�त सेना का भी �ह�सा थे और
उ�ह�ने कांगो लोकतां��क गणरा�य म� एक ब�रा�ीय ��गेड क�
कमान संभाली थी ।  गोरखा ��गेड से सीओएएस बनने वाले वे
चौथे अ�धकारी थे जो �क इससे पूव� थल सेना�य� के �प म� भी
काय�रत थे ।  पूव��र म�, वह उ�वाद को कम करने म� स��य रहे
थे जो �क उनके क�रयर का मु�य आकष�ण था ।   

सरकार �ारा चीफ ऑफ �डफ� स �टाफ (सीडीएस) पद के
सृजन क� घोषणा के कुछ समय प�ात, सेना �मुख जनरल 
 �व�पन  �स�ह  रावत को �दसंबर, 2019 म� पहला  तीन� सश��
सेना� का सेना �मुख �नयु� �कया गया,  जो �क इससे पूव�
भारत के रा�प�त के अधीन श�� थी ।  जनरल रावत  इस 
 शीष� पद पर �नयु� होने वाले पहले सेना�य� थे ।
सीडीएस सेना से संबं�धत मामल� पर सरकार के �लए
एक सू�ी सलाहकार है जो �क तीन� सश�� सेना� म� सम�वय
�ा�पत करने का भी काय� करता है ।   जनरल �ब�पन रावत
ने 17 �दसंबर, 2016 को जनरल दलबीर �स�ह सुहाग
से 27व� सेना�य� (सीओएएस) के �प म� भारतीय सेना क�
कमान संभाली थी । 8 �दसंबर 2021 को त�मलनाडु के
नील�ग�र पहा�ड़य� म� एक �ःखद हेलीकॉ�टर �घ�टना म� 63
वष�य जनरल रावत का जीवन समा�त हो गया | हेलीकॉ�टर म�
उनक� प�नी एवं 11 अ�य लोग भी सवार थे |  

अ�व�मरणीय रा�ीय ��तभू�त
  जनरल ल�मण �व�पन �स�ह रावत  
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जनरल �ब�पन रावत आज क� पीढ़� के �लए एक ब�त बड़ी
�ेरणा ह� ।  उनके ����व को देखकर हम भारत के �लए ब�त
सारी उपल��य� और जीत के �तीक  के �प म� उ�ह�  पहचान
सकते ह�।  वह अपनी मेहनत, आ�म�व�ास और अपने काम के
जुनून से इस पीढ़� के युवा� को �े�रत करने म� स�म ह�।  अपने
देश के �लए उनका समप�ण और �यार अ�व�सनीय था जो �क
वत�मान पीढ़� म� देशभ�� क� भावना ___जागृत करता है और
देश के �लए कुछ �वशेष अथा�त  महान काय�  करने क� इ�ा
श�� उ�प� करता है। सबसे मह�वपूण� बात जो हम उनसे
सीख सकते ह� वह है, “नेतृ�व क� गुणव�ा”  �जस तरह से उ�ह�ने
अपने सा�थय� के साथ देश के �लए काम �कया और  �जस तरह
से वे सै�नक� क� पूरी टुकड़ी को �वजय पथ क� ओर ले गए, उसे
एकता के सार के �प म� भी देखा जा सकता है ।  

वह 2016 क� स�ज�कल ��ाइक क�
योजना का भी �ह�सा थे, �जसम�
भारतीय सेना पा�क�तान के क�जे
वाले क�मीर म� �नयं�ण रेखा के पार
चली गई थी ।  अपनी सेवा के
दौरान, उ�ह� परम �व�श� सेवा
पदक, उ�म यु� सेवा पदक, अ�त
�व�श� सेवा ___से अलंकृत �कया
गया था।   

Rishika  Prakash XI 'S' (1899)



Days passed so slow making it impossible to feel that thumping pressure of board
exams until I finally sat in the MPH for my first paper- Indian vocal music. The
interiors of the MPH were cold and somehow felt unfamiliar, I felt a lack of warmth as
I took my seat which made me quite uncomfortable. I still didn’t feel much, wasn’t
overwhelmed, wasn’t nervous at all until the buzz in the room completely fell silent.
The room felt so cold and so still, like the calm, tense air in between the gusts of a
storm. That silence felt so strange for a second, I looked around and everyone seemed
like they were holding their breath, waiting for the final moment and anticipating the
arrival of the paper on their desks. People murmured prayers in their tongues and I too
somewhat felt an urge to pray but I didn’t, maybe because I relied more on myself than
god.
As the paper was carefully placed on my desk by the invigilator I felt a surge of
impending doom in my heart, I wanted to run away but I managed to talk myself out
of it. I had this persistent feeling of doubt as I filled each circle in the OMR but I
reassured myself that my instinct couldn’t go wrong after so much practice. By the end
of the examination, I was relieved and felt better as soon as I stepped out of the MPH. I
saw students flocking like birds around the teacher, as if he was a giant piece of samosa
they were all trying to get a taste of, rechecking their paper…I didn’t see the point,
and nor did I want to get disappointed so I walked away.
 With time I think I’ve learned how to control my pessimistic and gloomy thoughts
before an examination but the nervousness is still inevitable. I don’t know if everyone
goes through this dread, but this was my personal experience as an examinee appearing
for her first board exam amidst a pandemic.

The Stress of Exams
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Jeffrin Ahmed XII 'H'(1857)

- Aarunya Bhatia VI (1817)
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BAAZ

Author: Anuja Chauhan 
 

Year Published: 2017

Genre : War-drama

Review:

Baaz is authored by Anuja Chauhan and was published in 2017. It is a war-drama book
based on the 1971 war. Baaz is a fitting tribute to the heroes who laid down their lives
in the war and is written in the form of a fictional tale.

As we turn the pages of the book, we are introduced to the protagonist, Ishaan
Faujdaar, a farm boy in Chakkahera whose bravery and love for adventure lead him to
the Air Force Flying College in Jodhpur. We are further introduced to other
important people in Ishaan’s life. He also meets Tehmina, the love interest of Ishaan
and the sister of a fellow army officer, who somehow makes Ishaan question his idea
for nationalism.  

Baaz is a patriotic war drama book that makes one laugh with Ishaan and vouch for
him at the same time. The book is almost 430 pages long, but it is worth reading it.
The author takes her own time to lay a good and solid foundation for the protagonist.
She creates the background of the story in such a way, one feels bored at that time.
There are times where the heroic tale of Ishaan reaches humorous points and light-
hearted moments which he shared with his friends. His heroic tales are told to us in an
edge-of-seat thrilling way and one can imagine a thrilling type of climax.



The best thing I found about this book was, of
course, the storyline and besides that, I found the
characters of the story relatable and interesting. The
characters are well layered especially Tehmina, who
is somewhat shown as a complex woman.  Another 
 character like her is Maddy, who is a vulnerable and
supportive friend at the same moment, who is trying
to fight his own set of dilemmas. Ishaan is a
character, who is both fun-loving and fearless, and
there are moments where I found myself vouching
for him. He is written in such a way that he has
become one of my favorite characters, who leaves no
chance to show his valor and courage. 
 Thus, the characters of this book are very much able
to make this book alive
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Positives: 

Negatives: 

Overall Review:

Although there are no negatives as such in the book, there are a few moments in the
story where the book becomes slow.  
Otherwise, it is a crisp book and has a slow-paced story with fast-paced action
sequences written in a thrilling manner.

I genuinely recommend this book to everyone as this book has elements to make an
interesting novel. According to my, this book should be a good read for a weekend.
This book is a must-read for everyone as it celebrates valor and courage as well as love
and laughter and a few tears at the same time. 

Mohak Bajaj XI 'H' (1674)



I S S U E  N O .  1  |  D E C .  2 0 2 1

Etch your Etiquette

What do people think when they see someone
slamming the door on someone’s face,
interrupting someone off in the middle of a
conversation, shouting across the room, using
foul language, eating with their mouth open,
giving orders instead of saying "please" and
"thank you." They probably think that "He lacks
in manners!" or "What a loser!" 

It is essential to know that mere knowing where
to place your fork and knife while dining is not
sufficient to justify that you incorporate good
manners. Good manners refer to your
understanding of social skills, communication
skills, and demonstrating behavior that does not
embarrass you and not cause others to feel
uncomfortable. 

Good or bad manners say volumes about you and your upbringing. They are the shadows of the
virtues you possess. They indicate whether you are dependable and reliable. People who are rude,
inconsistent, or selfish suffer severe consequences. 

Manners indeed count when you are going for a business deal, interviewing for a job, or meeting
someone significant for the first time. But they also count even when there is no special occasion.
Your friends and colleagues may not point you out, but they would surely notice and judge you
and make a perception of you. You would know that if you could read their minds. 

We are what we routinely do or habitually say.
We are being observed every minute and so, it
becomes imperative to mind our words and
actions. They represent a big part of us when we
are in the process of being judged. 



I S S U E  N O .  1  |  D E C .  2 0 2 1

Manager: Ashford Lyonette 

Master-In-Charge: Kamini Haldhar 

Faculty Advisor: Gena Fazel, Khurram Rubab

Editor-In-Chief: Jeffrin Ahmed 

Executive Editors:  Devanand Shukla, Divya Jaiswal

Illustrations: Neola Y. Sooting

Photographer: Meisnam Gyandeep

Web Design: Ansh Kedia, Jivaj Singh Grewal

Manners need to be always displayed in all spheres of life. It should begin with us 
 getting up early in the morning till going off to sleep at night. 

Usually, we wear smart, walk smart but forget to behave smart and sophisticated. We
can begin by using the three powerful magical words; 'Sorry', 'Thank you,' and
'Please' as they make, build, and maintain relationships, and solve the hardest of the
problems.

Remember, good manners are cost-effective. They not only increase the quality of life
at the workplace but also embellish the institution's image. In other words, it is an
investment in respect. 

So, make the mind of your P's and Q's, thereby etching your etiquette as they are
essential for building your brand. 

Most people know how to put their best foot forward in a particular situation, but the
key is to behave perfectly in all circumstances. Why wait for someone to notice us and
remind us? It should be a conscious and continuous effort so that it infuses in our
blood and becomes our habit. 

EDITORIAL BOARD

Mrs. Kamini Haldhar 


