
Certain debates, for better or worse, are unresolvable. Despite the best of
intentions, thorough research, and strong articulation, the rationale of the
human mind seems to fail at placing either on a pedestal. This, much to my
dismay, is one such topic. Is it possible to separate the two or to look at an
individual and decipher which of the two may be credited for
his/her/their/its success or failure? More importantly, must we always fall
prey to an inherently flawed and reductive mode of thought, namely the
binary? Must one of the given two take privilege over the other? What, one
wonders, would it be like to truly embrace a spectrum mode of thought! The
possibilities are endless and the opportunities abundant. 

Having aired my objection to the very topic on hand; I shall, duty-bound as
I am, try my objective best to explore it. The Nature/Nurture dispute is a
proceeding informative science, coming about because of arising
hypothetical points of view and exploration discoveries in neuroscience,
brain research, humanism, and instruction fields. It very well may be
deciphered as a clashing yet corresponding exchange which supports a more
prominent comprehension of a very intricate and dynamic communication
between the natural elements and the ecological impacts in human turn of
events. The Nature versus Nurture is the issue of how much the
environment, as well as heredity factors, impact conduct and advancement.
Nature, then, can be characterized as practice because of heredity. This
implies that practices depend on the hereditary cosmetics of an individual
and are an impact on people's development and improvement all throughout
their lives. Then again, nurture is brought about by practices that are
ecological. This implies that one can trace the influence of guardians, kin,
companions, and other encounters to which the individual is exposed to.
The brain’s plasticity and the child’s predisposition to learn (I.e., the
biogenetic uniqueness of the child) are shaped by environmental influences,
and stimulus of physical, emotional, social, cultural, and cognitive kinds are
key in the creation of new pathways in learning and development. 

It is, therefore, important to acknowledge that nature is inseparable
from nurture and that both nature and nurture are sources of human
potential and growth as well as equally likely to inhibit progress due to
the formation of dysfunctional and problematic behavior.
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FaceOff : Nature v/s Nurture

Nature

The Nature versus Nurture debate is one of the oldest philosophical issues and
discussions about whether human culture, behavior, and personality are caused
primarily by nature or nurture. Nature can be said to be given whereas nurture
can be said to be learned. In this debate, nature refers to the genes and
hereditary factors that contribute to a person’s unique physical appearance,
personality, and physiology. Every human is born as the only individual in his
family, or it is in their genes. Moreover, nature plays a vital role in deciding the
future of a child. Many singers in this era are born with beautiful voices. They
did not need any nurturing. Their talent took them to heights they couldn’t
even imagine. Some great men did work hard to achieve great heights. But
still, they are some people who didn’t work that hard yet still managed to be
successful. Scientists like Albert Einstein, Isaac Newton, Galileo Galilei started
their work in their teenage years. They had bewildering levels of natural
intellect that catapulted them to fame. Also, these scientists did not receive any
mentoring and did everything on their own. The physical and personality traits
determined by your genes stay the same irrespective of where you were born
and raised. If genes do contribute substantially to the development of personal
characteristics such as intelligence and personality, then many wonder if this
implies that genes determine who we are.

Nurture
The Nature vs Nurture debate has been going on for some time now, with
the sides arguing which of the two plays a major role in the development
of a personality. In context to the debate, here ‘Nurture’ would mean the
learning of/from influences from one’s environment which ultimately
helps to form our personality, our habits, our speech, etc. While ‘Nature’
would mean the genes we inherit from our parents which contribute to our
physical appearance, personality, and physiology. Sure, each human is
born with inherited genes It is understood that to an extent children go on
to inherit traits from their parents, grandparents, and so on but, not all
traits are learned. Nurturing is an important part of a child's life as it helps
form their personality, children can learn many good things sadly they can
also learn many bad things, for example, people who are raised in selective
environments where smoking isn't acceptable are less likely to smoke but
people raised in environments where smoking is normal are more likely to
get addicted to smoking. It is more likely for people to gain more traits
from the company they keep as watching and hearing are very effective
ways of learning. Athletes may have genes that make them naturals at their
games but there are also athletes that work hard and eventually outperform
others because hard work always beats talent. The same goes for the
personality of a person even though they inherit genes that minutely
change personas, most traits are picked up from the environment they are
in.

Lakshya Jindal

Udayan Mukherji



OCTOBER  2021                        ISSUE - 1 SERIAL NO. 78   

Q1. What was your first impression of SelaQui?

Mr. Chitnis: I was completely mesmerized by the
serenity of the school campus. The massive well-
maintained green grounds looked like beautiful
meadows, well-groomed hedgerows on the side of
the walkways, different kinds of birds, unique
cottages like academic and staff blocs looked very
fascinating. I also had got a chance; rather a
privilege; to watch the early morning equestrian
training routine. It was a sight for the sore eyes.

Q2. What are your favorite lyrics? Why do you
feel this affinity with those words?

Mr. Chitnis: I was always inspired by good
songwriting and have admired the abilities of a few
artists in that regard. One song which I love is
‘Brothers in Arms' by Dire Straits. Though Mark
Knopfler particularly wrote the song after the British
Invasion of Falkland Islands, the overall purport of
the song stresses the foolishness and morbidity of
war and mayhem as they cause nothing but suffering
and ordeal, especially for the fighting soldiers.

tête-à-tête
Mr. Prasanna Chitnis, Western Music Instructor

Q3. How do you inspire students to pursue music?

Mr. Chitnis: Developing one’s listening skills is an
important aspect of the process of learning music. I
try to introduce a variety of genres to the younger
students and music from various cultures of the
world, rather than teaching music in a pedantic
manner.

Q4. With the advent of pop music, do you think
an interest in classical music can still be reviewed?

Mr. Chitnis: Honestly any form of classical music is
a little esoteric. It can be better appreciated if one
understands the nuances and the tinier aspects of
music to some extent. I would suggest, to begin with,
light semi-classical tunes else it might become
overwhelming.



QSD 2021
Although SelaQui International School accumulated the highest cumulative
score to become the overall champions, however, in the spirit of
sportsmanship, as the host school, the winner’s trophy and positions were
passed down to the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd runners-up respectively.

Mathematics Mashrooms
Kashish Pawar, Lakshay Jindal, Pari Thukral: 2nd position

Shutter Up
Mrityunjay Maurya: 3rd position

Jeopardy
Ridhi Sharma: 3rd position

Sanawar Sahitya Samaroh, The Lawrence School Sanawar
Pari Thukral bagged the 2nd position in the event ‘Ye Akashvani Hai’ Radio
Prastuti

DPSG Meerut Road MUN
Neil Prabhakar was recognized with Special Mention in United Nations
Security Council committee.

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS’ CONFERENCE 2021
Abijeet Kumar Sinha & Avnish Mohta of  won the 3rd position in ‘Into the
Bullpen’ Event

INTERSCHOOL DOCUMENTARY COMPETITION, DPSG Dehradun
Labh Bhotra & Harsh Agarwal secured the 1st Position

DPSG IT FEST INFINITUS 2021

In Web Dez
Lakshay Jindal & Diya Chandiram secured the 1st position

Software Alchemist
Kabir Gulati & Krish Krishna secured the 2nd position

Minecraft
Manav Bansal & Taanish Bhanot secured the 3rd position

THE RESILIENT MIND [Psychology Fest, Hopetown School

Comic and Poster Making Event
Ridhi Sharma and Laxmi Bothra secued the 2nd position
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Alfred Nobel, the founder of the Nobel Prize had
a vision of a better world. He believed that people
are capable of helping society through
humanitarian work, science and art. In his last
will, he wrote that much of his fortune should be
given as a prize to those who have contributed to
the fields of Physics, Chemistry, Medicine,
Literature and Peace. However, in 1969, a sixth
award was handed out for the first time:
Economics was recognized as a deserving field of
research. Noble prizes were first distributed on
December 10th, 1901 which was the 5th death
anniversary of Alfred Nobel. Till today there have
been 947 Nobel Laureates. A person or an
organization can win the prize once or more than
once but not more than thrice.

The Nobel prizes for Physics, Chemistry and
Medicine are awarded to people who make the
most important discovery or improvement in the
respective fields. This year, the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences has decided to award the
Nobel Prize in Physics to Ukuro Manebe, Klaus
Hassel Mann, and Giorgio Paris for their
unprecedented contributions to our understanding
of complex physical systems. In Chemistry,
Benjamin List and David W.C. Macmillan have
been awarded for the development of asymmetric
Organocatalytic and in Medicine, both David
Julius and Ardem Patpoutian have been awarded
for their discoveries of receptors for temperature
and touch. The person who creates the most
impressive work with an idealistic approach in the
realm of literature is awarded the Nobel Prize for
literature; novelist Abdulrazak Gurnah of
Zanzibar, is the first black African writer

Tracing Histories: Alfred Nobel & the Nobel Prize

Ali Yawar & Pari Thukral

The Nobel Prize is regarded as the most prestigious award given for intellectual achievements in the world. It is awarded to those
who have conferred the greatest benefit to humankind in that particular year through their work.

Each prize consists of a medal, a cash award of 1 million dollars and a personalized diploma.

Artwork by Anushka Singh
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The world has seen numerous authors in the field of literature and novels, yet none hold such a cult-like veneration as Ernest Miller
Hemingway. Ernest Hemingway was an American novelist, short story writer, journalist, and most importantly a Noble Prize laureate. He
was born on July 21, 1899, in Oak Park Illinois. In his school days, Ernest was a keen sportsman and was skilled in sports such as boxing,
water polo, and football. Unsurprisingly, he also nurtured a knack for writing and during his last two years at the high school, he became the
editor of his school’s newspaper (Trapeze) and yearbook (Tabula). During these years, with the characteristic penchant for flamboyance that
flourished later, he went by the pen name of Ring Lardner Jr. After high school, Hemingway witnessed a wide array of events ranging from
World War 1 to the Spanish Civil War. Hemingway was a keen travel enthusiast and he traveled to a lot of places. The book “The Old Man
and the Sea” is considered to be Hemingway’s best work. It was because of this book Hemingway won the Pulitzer Award in the year 1952.
2 years later, in October 1954, Hemingway became the proud recipient of the Nobel Prize. However, in the year 1961, the author was
diagnosed with a painful disease called Hemochromatosis as a result of which his mental health deteriorated. The strain took a toll on him,
forcing him to take a drastic action – on July 2nd, 1961, he shot himself.

ἀρετή
On the shoulders of giants

Raghav Yadav

Artwork by Neola Yvonne Sooting

The Old Man & The Sea
Shyam Agarwal

With the Nobel Prize winners of this year garnering much attention, I decided
to revisit one of my favorite books of all time, The Old Man & The Sea. It
happened to be a book that I got through in one sitting - after all, it was just
around 100 pages. It also happens to be the beautifully crafted fable that
landed the author, Ernest Hemingway, a Nobel Prize for literature in 1954.
The Old Man & The Sea features the old content fisherman, Santiago, who
with a prolonged period of "bad luck" is ridden with a determination to catch
‘a big one’. He sails far out and beyond his usual limits and finally faces off
with a giant eighteen-foot-long marlin. Santiago was not just made to battle
this monstrosity but also faces immense fatigue, pain, hunger and thirst. He
overcomes all of them as he reels it in. Life doesn’t seem to get easier for our
man, Santiago as he is later forced to battle sharks and by the time he reaches
home, all he is left with are some bits and pieces of marlin.
If you were to strip the novel down to the bare bones of its narrative, you will
understand that it feels far more like a biblical parable or a story out of a
mythic tradition than a piece of modern writing. Some go out of their way to
perceive the text as a chronicle of man’s battle against the natural world, but
the novella is, more accurately, the story of man’s place within nature. Even
compared to Hemingway's other works, The Old Man & The Sea is
structurally far simpler. For instance, the “old man” does have a name,
Santiago but is constantly referred to as “the old man”, allowing the
characters fall into a certain archetype rather than being fully fleshed out,
rendering it more minimalist with every turn of the page. Another instance
pointing out to its minimal style is the interior of the character’s mind that
reader is privy to. Compare Ishmael, who is overflowing with wit and
perception to the reader who is reduced to mere surface dialogue in The Old
Man & The Sea.
Hemingway has always been economical with his words: The Old Man & The
Sea was no exception. He continues to layer the text with blankets of
symbolic interpretation. All the themes Hemingway plays within his earliest
work are present, but subtler, with unparalleled refinement. Hemingway
leaves no stone unturned as he plays with different motifs throughout the text
- ranging from its biblical nature to absurd dreams about lions. After
revisiting the novella with a fresh pair of eyes, I found that the novel is more
than its symbolism. It felt as though Hemingway grapples with the realization
of growing older. I also like to believe that the The Old Man and The Sea is to
Hemingway what East of Eden had been for Steinbeck.



In French, raison d’être literally means “reason for being”.
 

Someone’s raison d’être is the most important thing to that individual,
it is a rational ground for their soul existence: Mozart's raison d’être
was music, Shakespeare’s was writing. A raison d'être is something that
motivates a person; their purpose. It is very similar to the Greek term
‘telos’ used by philosopher Aristotle to refer to the inherent purpose or
objective of a being. Singing, Dancing, or as simple as being happy and
content in life could be the raison d’être. Hope that you ask yourself this
cardinal question about the existence of your life.

OCTOBER  2021                        ISSUE - 1 SERIAL NO. 78   

Lafz
لفظ

raison d'être
 Jeffrin Ahmed



रशाह िकताब, �व� परम वीर च� क�तान िव�म ब�ा क� वीरगा�था
ह ै। यह िकताब हम ेउनके बचपन स ेलकेर सन 1999 क� कारिगल
वाॅर तक क� उनक� कहानी बताती ह ै । इस िकताब के ज�रए हम�
बताया जाता ह ैिक वह कैस ेफौज म� भत� �ए और वह कैस े�सरों
के सा�थ पशे आत े थ।े इस िकताब के ज�रए हम सबको उनक�
िदलरेी, वीरता त�था उनके प�रवार के सा�थ उनके कुछ अनसनुे
िक�सों स ेअवगत कराया जाता ह ै। इस िकताब म� हम� उनके कई
िक�स ेबताए जात ेह,ै जसै ेवह कैस ेअपनी कही �ई बात पर अमल
करत ेथ,े या िफर उनक� वो मश�र लाइन ‘यह िदल मांग ेमोर’ ‘या
तो म� ितरंगा लहराकर आऊँगा या िफर उसम े�लपटा �आ आऊँगा,
लिेकन आऊँगा ज�र । जसै�ेजसै ेिकताब आग ेबढती ह,ै हम सबको
मई 1999 का वो दौर याद िदलाया जाता ह ैजब कुछ घसुप�ेठयों ने
क�मीर के कई पीक पर अपना क�ज़ा जमाया था । इस िकताब म�
लखेक �सफ�  क�तान ब�ा क� वीरता क� बात नहीं करत े ह�, इस
िकताब के मा��यम स ेहम� कई िदलरे अफसरों क� वीरता के बारे म�
भी बताया जाता ह ै । इस िकताब म� हम� बताया जाता ह ै िक कैसे
अपनी जान क� परवाह न करत े �ए, क�तान िव�म ब�ा, अपने
सा�थी क� जान बचात े�ए शहीद �ए । 

यह िकताब ब�त ही अ�� िकताब ह ै। लखेक न ेिकताब को कुछ
इस तरह स े�लखा ह ैिक यह पढ़न ेवालों को बांध के रखती ह ै। यही
नहीं, िकताब कुछ ऐस े �लखी गई ह ै िक अंत म� आपक� आँख� नम
होना िन���त ह ै। यह िकताब हमारे देश के यवुाओ को ज�र पढ़नी
चािहए, ऐसी िकताब एक मा��यम ह ैजो हम� अवगत कराती ह ै िक
हमारे कल के �लए, वह (देश के वीर सिैनक ) अपना आज खशुी�
खशुी �योछावर कर देत ेह� । और य ेसिैनकों के �लए कोई नई बात
नहीं ह।ै इस िकताब स े लखेक, हम यवुाओं के बीच सिैनकों के
ब�लदान क� गा�था फैलाना चाहता ह ै �जसस ेदेशवा�सयों को हमारे
सिैनकों का मह�व पता चल े। अंत म�, म� बस यह कहना चा�गँा िक
इस िकताब को पढ़न े के बाद आपके अंदर सिैनकों के �लए इ�त
और स�मान का �तर बढ़ जाएगा । यह िकताब हर ��के देशवासी
को पढ़नी चािहए । 
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यह िवषय आज के समाज का चचा� का िवषय ह ै। यिद आप मानत ेह� िक आप पहल ेस ेही एक
�य��त�व के सा�थ पदैा �ए ह�, तो आप �कृित का प�� लते ेह� । �सरी ओर यिद आप मानत ेह�
िक आपका �य��त�व आपके जीवन म� पालन पोषण के आ�धार पर िवक�सत �आ ह ैतब आप
पोषण म� िव��ास करत ेह� । 

यह दोनों परूी तरह स ेअलग �स�ांत ह�, दोनों के बारे म� माना जाता ह ैिक व ेहम� वही बनात ेह�
जो हम ह� । �कृित के अनसुार व�ैािनक �ि� स,े यह िव��ास ह ैिक हमारे जीन म� पाए जान ेवाले
ल��ण हम� �ितभापणू� बनात ेह�, लिेकन जब हम पोषण के �स�ांत पर िवचार करत ेह� तब इसम�
संदेह रहता ह ै। कोई यह तक�  दे सकता ह ैिक �कृित िकसी को बनाती ह ैिक व ेकौन ह� ? पोषण
वह आकार ह ैजो हम ह���� �ोंिक हमारे सा�थी हमारी �ितभा को �भािवत करत ेह�, हमारे माता�
िपता हम� जीवन म� आग ेबढ़न ेके �लए उस �कार का पालन पोषण करत ेह� �जस �कार उ�ह�
लगता ह ैिक करना चािहए���हम जीवन के अनभुवों के सा�थ पदैा नहीं �ए ह�, समय के सा�थ ही
जीवन का अनभुव आता ह ै। 

इन दोनों �स�ा�तों को जानन ेके बाद अंत म� ‘यह कहना िक आप उसी �य��त के �प म� ज�
लने ेजा रह ेह� जो आप बन�ग,े यह वह कहन ेजसैा ह ैिक आप जो बनत ेह� उस पर आपका कोई
िनयं�ण नहीं ह ै।’ 
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