
To contribute to the initiative of the Government of India to celebrate and
commemorate 75 years of independence and the glorious history of its
people, culture, and achievements, the school also organized many events
like slogan writing competition, classroom board decoration, poem writing
competition, tree plantation and cleanliness drive on campus, cultural
panorama, panel discussion, etc.

The students decorated their classroom boards with the themes of freedom
fighters, development in science, technology, and education since
independence, etc. The official journey of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
commenced on 13th August 2022 with intra-school slogan writing(V-VIII)
and poem competition (IX-XII), followed by the assessment of boards.
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The campus was decorated with tricolour saffron, white and green balloons, and flags. 
The Independence Day celebrations began with the fabulous display of March Past by the four
contingents of the respective houses: Agni, Prithvi, Jal, and Akash. The parade was led by the School
Captain, Sports Captain, and the Head Girl of the school. 

The Chairman of the school, Mr Om Pathak, took the salute. He unfurled the national flag, and all in
unison sang the National Anthem and expressed the joy of freedom.
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School Captain Divya Jaiswal spurred a surge of patriotism and the real meaning of freedom in everyone’s
hearts with his speech. A patriotic medley by the school Indian choir awakened a spirit of patriotism in
the audience. The Headmaster, in his address, mentioned that we still have a long way to go. As the
youth of the country, we must strive to bring favourable changes in our country and take it to new
heights of growth and prosperity.  
The Chairman emphasised our role, responsibilities, and duties towards our nation as its citizens. He urged us
to never compromise with our work principles and govern our life as honest, responsible citizens of our
country. 
The evening was dedicated to the cultural panorama prepared with gaiety and alacrity. It included patriotic
songs by the Indian and Western Choir of the school, dance performances and a street play which triggered
the patriotic nerve of the audience.

 



On the eve of 15th August 2022, we were graced with the presence of distinguished and learned speakers for a
panel discussion on the topic ‘India at 75’. It was an evening of inter-school cooperation as girls from
Hopetown and Ecole International School, Dehradun, came to SelaQui, eager to witness the panellists
reflecting on the nation’s progress and national sentiment. Roneet Khattar, the School Activities Captain, was
our host for the evening. His way with words that ensured an atmosphere of deep respect for the nation was
built far before the panel discussion began. 

The panel consisted of 4 speakers – Dr Bikram Phookun, Faculty of Physics and founding member of the
Physics program at Ashoka University,  a doctorate in astronomy from the University of Maryland; Dr Aditya
Pratap Deo, associate professor of History at St. Stephen’s College and a doctorate from the Emory University
in Atlanta, Mr Gauhar Raza, an Urdu poet, a scientist by profession, a documentary filmmaker who is known
for films like Jung-e-Azadi and Inquilab, and Ms Roshni Sengupta, a senior assistant professor of Media,
Culture Studies and Politics at the University of Petroleum and Energy Studies, Dehradun. 

Following the speakers’ introduction, Roneet handed over the reins to our School Captain, Divya Jaiswal.
Divya moved students and teachers alike with his speech. With only a few hours left for India’s 75th
Independence Day, he made us reflect on how India succeeded in “shrugging off the shackles of its colonial
past”. One of his lines, “The India of 1947 and the India of 2022 are drastically different yet have the same
essence.”, struck many hearts that evening, awakening something that we had perhaps forgotten about. He
ended his speech with a stirring nazm by Javed Akhtar, with a particular line striking my interest, “Daastan
Hamari Abhi adhuri hai”.

The first speaker, Dr Phookun, began the panel discussion – by showcasing India’s 75 years through the lens of
a physicist. He wanted to make us aware of the positives and the negatives of science in India. According to
him, our education network is still relatively narrow, and independence of thought is not as encouraged as it
should be in schools. He stated that Indians have a cultural tendency to love abstract and theory rather than
practicality. As a result, as a nation, India respects theoretical scientists more than experimental ones, making it
such that “doing things deeply is not entrenched in our culture”. Dr Phookun stuck to his word and talked
about the positive side of things too.  According to him, the best thing that has happened is the drastic increase
in the number of women opting for sciences. Towards the conclusion of his speech, he impactfully mentioned
– “We shouldn’t be ashamed of our science, but we shouldn’t think we are the best either.”

A N  I N T E R A C T I O N  W I T H  P A N E L L I S T S
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The second speaker, Dr Aditya Pratap Deo,  softly emphasised the need to revisit the definition of celebration,
nationalism, democracy, and independence. According to him, the celebration needs to be reworked into
something that resembles a reflection. He mentioned that we are at a critical junction – in the middle of an
environmental crisis, and we do not have much to lose. He brought into light the fact that colonies were able
to sustain themselves from the resources of lands they took over. However, we do not have anybody to
colonise. We do not have a choice except to work things out technically. He stated that it is time to re-
envision the world and think of it differently, perhaps more beautifully, with more care.
Dr Deo ended his speech with a quote by Gandhi, “The soul finds the path in a clearer light, and what is
elusive and deceptive resolves itself into crystal clearness.”. 
The third speaker was Mr Gauhar Raza (my favourite speaker of the evening). His aura radiated wisdom and
knowledge, and within the first minute of his speech, it was clear that he had a grip over words which were
unrivalled by most of us. He talked about the issue of scientific temper and the fabric of social and cultural life. 
He said that we had to create a bigger self than the opposition- the British. According to him, every
oppressed member of the society had to be included in this identity, INDIA. He mentioned that the freedom
movement was remarkable as it was not against Britishers but the oppression and misuse of power. Mr Raza
talked about the first scientific policy resolution, whose architect was Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru. 
While ending his speech, Mr Raza left us with a deep pondering by saying that for 75 years, democracy stood
against the effects of time and it is imperative that the young generation must rethink deeper questions and
topics and must question everything. 
The last speaker for the evening was Ms Roshni Sengupta, who shared a brief history of Indian cinema and
how we are currently living amid cancel culture. She mentioned that in the 40s and 50s, the movies had a
deep sense of nation-building. The 2000s saw a change in the kind of stories being told. She ended her
speech by saying that the current cinema engages with issues like race, inequality, repression, and oppression
while managing to entertain us. 

Following the intense words of our panellists, we had a question/answer round. Some questions revolved
around technicalities, while others were based on emotions. Both, SeQuins and students from other schools
expressed their curiosity. However, the question by the headmaster and the Senior Master Academics forced
the panellists to undergo a little brainstorming.
Mr Anshul Pathak (Treasurer) and Mr Om Pathak(Chairman) gave highly inspirational and motivational
speeches during their address to the gathering, which was food for thought. 
To conclude my article, I would like to requote a few lines from the movie 'Dhool ka Phool' quoted by Mr
Gauhar Raza that I have been unable to remove from my head.

"Tu Hindu Banega,
Na musalmaan banega.

Insaan ki aulaad hai,
Insaan banega."
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Exploring Experiences Through
Exchange

-4-
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As a member of the student exchange programme by AFS, I had the privilege of
visiting and spending a week in the renowned boarding school,
SelaQui International School, which is situated 20 km away, on the outskirts of
the mesmerising valley of Dehradun. The vast campus and the beautiful infrastructure
made me fall in love with the school in the first instance.
We arrived on campus on the 30th of July, nervous yet eager. But, it all vanished
when we were welcomed by smiling faces. We exchanged greetings. Initially, we
were anxious about sharing our rooms with the girls of the school, but when we were
introduced to our buddies, we were pretty comfortable. After a brief conversation, we
were sure it would be a great time staying with them as they were too amiable,
cooperative and supportive.  
We connected with the girls during our leisure time in the common room. Our first
day of the week began with a mind and body refreshing yoga session. We attended
the classes with the fellow SeQuins for the day. Our daily schedule included horse
riding, tennis, music and dance, workshop on sustainable development goals, rifle-
shooting etc. We also had the opportunity to visit the prestigious Indian Military
Academy and the Doon School. The memories and the experiences of SelaQui have
been etched in our hearts and will always leave sparks of joy whenever we think
about them.
Thank you to everyone in the SelaQui family for making our stay so comfortable and
memorable. Our special thanks to the Headmaster for giving us the opportunity to
explore life at SelaQui and to experience the beauty of knowing our new mates.

Saunya Vohra 
All Saints' College,
Nainital



An Educational Travel
Preparing for further studies is a nerve-wracking yet necessary process in
each student’s life. The University Familiarization Trip that took place
from the 29th to 31st of July, 2022 served as a stepping stone for
presenting students the opportunity to visit various universities and survey
the student life, the facilities they offer and get a taste of university life.  
Accompanied by the Head of Careers Department, Ms Hina Shareef and
faculty member Mr Chandrachoor Shukla, a group of 17 students were
taken to Delhi to visit six great universities—Ashoka University, Indian
School of Hospitality, BML Munjal University, Shiv Nadar University, St.
Stephen’s College, and O.P. Jindal Global University.  
The tour gave inklings of the strengths of the universities like Ashoka’s
unique flexibility, ISH’s impeccable hospitality, the invigorating and
enlightening lectures of Munjal, the otherworldly Shiv Nadar experience,
the incredible legacy of St. Stephen’s and then straight down to the
importance of the interdisciplinary study in O.P. Jindal.  
The trip was an experience to behold, a double feature of knowledge and
entertainment. We hope that such trips were to occur again for each
SeQuin to get the chance to encounter the gloriousness of it

-5-
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E N G L I S H  S T O R Y T E L L I N G
C O M P E T I T I O N

“A story can imbibe the right value in the most impressionable age.”
An inter-house English storytelling competition was organised for the students of grades V – VIII on
6 August 2022.  Watching the students participating in the competition so enthusiastically was a
delight. Every house participated in the competition with their three-membered team comprising a
student from either grade V or VI; one from grade VII and one from grade VIII. 
The participants abided by the rules quite religiously. The stories chosen at their end were interesting,
and their presentation was admirable.
The participants were divided into categories based on their grades. Grade V & VI were categorised
as 1, followed by grades VII and VIII as 2 and 3, respectively.
We heard outstanding stories from Aadya Sinha from the first category, followed by Krishna
Chaturvedi, Diviyanshi and Sumeeral. Their stories left everyone in the audience captivated. The
second category comprised Pranit, Sarthak Garg, Ansh Kedia and Kamakshi. The audience and
judges were impressed by their articulation and enunciation. The competition ended with amazing
stories of category three students: Kaarnadeb, Anvita, Anushka and Palak. The intriguing audience
questions "chocolate questions’’ asked after each category kept the audience on their toes.  
The event ended with the conveyance of gratitude to all the hands who contributed in making the
event successful.
Agni House stood first, followed by Prithvi House and Jal House at the second and third positions,
respectively, whereas Krishna Chaturvedi and Kaarandeb Ghosh were adjudged as the best speakers.

-6-
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     Advika Banergi 
X



६ अग�त - इस �दन सब लोग �ह�द� के महान क�व, लेखक �ेम चं� जी का ज�म�दन
मनाते है। उनके मां बाप को तो �सफ�  एक बेटा �मला था, मगर �कसे पता था �क ये बेटा
आगे चल कर �व� म� अपना और हमारी मातृ भाषा �ह�द� का नाम रोशन करेगा। आज
भी भारत म� आधु�नक समय म� भले ही कई लोग� को हैरी पॉटर क� कहानी न पता हो
मगर �ेम चं� जी क� कई सारी कहा�नयाँ ज�र पता ह�गी उनक� �लखी �ई हर कहानी,
क�वता होते ही इतनी मनोरंजक है,  �क अगर कोई एक बार सुन या पढ़ ले तो �फर
भूलता ही नह� है ।  

इसी महान लेखक क� याद म� हमने भी अपने �कूल म� उनके �ारा र�चत एक नाटक 'बड़े
भाईसाहब' क� �ामेटाइज़ड री�ड�ग क�। �कूल के सभी ब�� और ट�चस� के �लए एक नया सा
अनुभव था �य�क� �ामेटाइज़ड री�ड�ग इव�ट हमारे �कूल म� पहली बार �ई थी। कहानी म� बड़ी
भू�मका के �करदार म� मृ�यंुजय मौय� और छोटे भाईसाहब क� भू�मका के �करदार म� म� यानी
देवानंद शु�ला थे। शु�आती दौर म� हम� लगा था क� ये ब�त बो�र�ग है, ब�त लंबी है, सुनते-सुनते
ब�े सो जाएगें । 

पर जब हमने मंच पर सबके सामने �दश�न �कया तब सबका �रए�न देख कर म� आ�य�च�कत
हो गया। दश�क� को ब�त आनंद आया और उ�ह�ने हमारी जम कर तारीफ़ क� �जससे हमारा
आ�म�व�ास बढ़ा। ये सब कुछ हमारे �ह�द� के नए �श�क �ी ह�मद फा�क� क� वजह से संभव
हो पाया। इ�ह�ने �दन-रात हमारे साथ बैठकर हम� अ�यास करवाया और हम� मंच पर कहानी
पढ़ने क� कला म� �नपुण �कया और उसे सबके सामने ��तुत करने म� का�बल बनाया। ये हमारे
�व�ालय  म� पहली �ामेटाइज़ड री�ड�ग ज�र थी ले�कन आ�खरी नह�, यह तो �सफ�  शु�आत थी। 
 
 
देवानंद शु�ला

 
 
 -7-

S . N O .  9 2  |  A U G .  2 0 2 2  -  I S S U E  I

६ अग�त-२0२२ 



EDITORIAL BOARD
Manager: Mr Ashford Lyonette 

Master-In-Charge: Miss Kamini S Haldhar 
Faculty Advisor: Miss Gena Fazel, Ms Nutan Chaturvedi

Editor-In-Chief: Anushka Singh
Executive Editors: Devanand Shukla, Divya Jaiswal

Photographer: Manas Mundhra
Web Design: Ansh Kedia, Mohammad Zaheen Shaikh

 Correspondents: Shauryaveer Sharma, Pari Thukral, Udayan Mukherji

S.NO. 92 | AUG. 2022 - ISSUE I

C O M E  W H A T  M A Y  
When the Britishers came, we were in dismay, 

But, in the end, we made them pay. 

Let’s salute the brave hearts on this Independence Day. 

They dreamt of our slavery bit by bit, 

They thought of burying us in a pit. 

One fine day, the fire in our hearts so lit, 

We fought back, chased them out hit by hit. 

Though we have issues today, 

But we resolve them bravely as Indians, 

Come what may. 

We have our fundamental rights, 

We deliver our duties and sleep peaceful nights. 

Let’s never forget that it’s our country, 

Our honour and our pride. 

Ishant
IX


