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REPUBLIC DAY
CELEBRATIONS

Pratyaksha Haldhar (1932)
IX

 

26th January is an auspicious and
prestigious occasion in the life of every
Indian. This special day is celebrated with
great vigour as a tribute to the national
heroes who sacrificed their lives for the
freedom and honour of Mother India. 
The national day was celebrated on
campus on 26 January 2021, keeping the
COVID protocols into deliberation. The
members of staff assembled near the flag.
The headmaster hoisted the national flag
and addressed the gathering.
A poster making (Class V-VIII), and essay
writing (IX-XII) competition was
organised for the students on the virtual
platform. The topics agreed with the
warmth and significance of the day.
Students participated zealously.
He mentioned that it is high time to be
vocal against the wrong. We should cast a
vote for the development and growth of
the nation and not for caste, creed, and
religion. We should deliver our duties
diligently towards our country. 
The patriotic songs and the sweets
distribution signified the patriotic fervour
on campus. 

 
 



LYCEUM TALK 
The first ‘non-virtual’ and sixth Lyceum Talk of the

session 2021-22   was organized on Sunday, 28th

November 2021. Divya Jaiswal and Mohak Bajaj

presented the talk on the topic “Education Needs

Education”, taking into consideration the drawbacks and

grave flaws in today’s education system. 

They talked about Gurukul and how we all tragically lost

this heritage to the British Raj. They fiercely criticized the

learning-centered education system and book-limited

teaching. 'Creativity' and 'wisdom' were referred to as a

'must-have virtue' for the upcoming future. 

The ‘Question Session’ came out to be the highlight of the

talk with rapid questions of criticism and expression being

thrown around and then smartly answered. 

In the end, Ms. Kamini Haldhar aptly summarized the talk

with an example of a potter and the way he shapes a pot

carefully and meticulously. 

The students’ weekend was intellectually stimulated by the

talk on education which is close to their hearts.

O’ mother O’ mother, 
I have done nothing for you. 
Neither made breakfast nor cleaned the house, 
Yes, my life is different, and it felt tough,
To climb the substantial crystal stairs. 
But yes, my lovely mother, 
My love is true for you,
 And my faith is in you.
Like the chains of Gleipnir,
Which will never break just by a fluke,
I can’t live without you,
I can’t climb without you,
But one thing I can do,
Is to make you happy with every fibre of my being. 
This much I know, this much I can do,
I cannot tell you how I feel when I see in our eyes,
like a massive myth of my care, safety, and bliss,
which made me happy and feel extraordinary.
The happiest place for me is your laps which are
Always dreamy and let me flap. 
I don’t know how you are so perfect.
Which I would never be able to be. 
You are my tutor.
You are my friend.
I don’t know that God exists, 
But for me, you are my God,
And I want you to be my everlasting companion.
You help me the whole day.
You sang lullabies for me every night, 
You wrote my chapter for sitting the whole semester.
You are fearless; you are dynamite.
But full of love, motherhood, and joy,
You made all my dreams come true.  
And made the bad dreams go through you, 
I beg to God that
in all my millions of lives,
I get a mother like you and only you.

Devanand Shukla ,XI 'H' (1522)
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END OF TERM
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On August 8th, 2021, students returned to campus 
after months of lockdown and virtual classes due
to the pandemic.
 
Students took their 'Half Yearly Examination and
Interim Test over their five months stay on
campus, with no outings owing to the ongoing
pandemic.  Various Inter-House activities and
sports events were organised during the term to
give students the opportunity to explore their
areas of interest, increase self-confidence, build
leadership skills, and even improve their grades —
all while having fun!
 
The school experienced Dehradun's severe monso
on followed by bitterly cold winters. The school
also held the session's ' Virtual Parent-Teacher
Meeting'.  
An evening before students proceeding for winter
break, i.e. 18th December 2021, the  Headmaster
addressed the school in a special assembly at the
amphitheatre.    

He spoke on the 'COP 26 Climate Summit' and the
  nations’ decisions regarding global temperature
rise. He also mentioned the deteriorating Air
Quality Index in most cities across the country in
his address. 

Congratulating the achievers in the Interim Test-
2, the two best students from each class were
awarded Rs. 1000 scholarship. Certificates and
trophies were also presented to the winners and
honourees of various sports and co-curricular
events. 
The students departed for their homes the next
day with a smile on their faces and satisfaction in
their hearts.
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Christmas is as much about opening our

presents as it is about opening our dear hearts,

and such a beautiful sentiment was not missing

when the Sequins gathered to celebrate this

blessed festival. On the 18th of December,

students peacefully reached the venue, i.e., to

heartily enjoy the delicious food, captivating

music, and all-around breath-taking spirit of

Christmas. Things were still very bizarre for the

students and teachers alike than they were last

academic year around this time. Still, as we had

stood together to enjoy the beautiful treats,

undoubtedly, the recent stress of the

examinations was washed away. It was also a

pleasant surprise when the students of class 5 all

broke into a dance on the voice notes of

‘Rasputin.’ The happy children were equally

surprised when Santa (our Pallav Darbari Sir)

appeared as a delight. With his bag full of

sweets on a motorcycle! The Christmas lunch

was soon followed by a special assembly where

most students got prizes and then were, finally,

bid goodbye, Merry Christmas, and a Happy

New Year.

CHRISTMAS
CARNIVAL

Anushka Singh (1900)
XI
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Tête-à-Tête with 
Ms Ambika Rajbongshi

How long did you serve in your
present organisation, and where is
your new destination? 
I began my journey at SelaQui International
School in June 2015. Six and half years later, and
many times wealthier in terms of experience, I
move on to start afresh in another school.

What led you to join the new
organisation?

Time and destiny brought me here, and it is time
and destiny that takes me onward! 

You must be carrying a bagful of
memories associated with this
school. Would you mind sharing
the fondest of all?

What was the best part of your
tenure at SIS?

As I have mainly taught board classes, my fondest
memory would be students doing well in their
board exams! Nothing gives a teacher more
satisfaction than seeing their students achieving
their targets and excelling. Every batch I have
taught has exceeded my expectations. I remember
the first batch of Class 12 I taught. It had
improved on the previous years Political Science
average by over 21%. Since then, there has been
no looking back, and I wish that SeQuins
continue to shine and excel in all they set their
minds to.

It would be the relationships that I have built
here. Be it with students or colleagues; I have
developed a bond for life! Being a boarding
school student myself, I understand the value of
boarding school friendships! Now being a
boarding schoolmaster, this story continues
slightly differently. We go through ups and
downs together, making this journey special. We
end up spending more time with each other than
we do with our families/ loved ones. In many
ways, then, this becomes a relationship that is
special and will always be! 

How would you describe the
culture of your present
organisation? 
The students here are very caring and respectful.
Above all, they are compassionate, a value that
most of our society desperately needs. I am
hopeful that everyone who has been part of this
institution, as a student or a member of staff, is
able to always carry that forward.
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She, who is accidentally born,
Is unaware of the circumstances.
Circumstances of the society,
And laws that aren’t real.
I have a query for those to ask,
Is it a catastrophe?
Or is it a holocaust? I ask
To let her grow as a lad is bought up,
To let her breathe without a veil.
To let her head, stand high.

Why is she always judged? I ask,
Even at those things which come naturally to her.
Her body, her skin, and functions are always at risk,
And God knows it all,
Ooh, what a disaster she is!
To have given birth
To such poor fellow who says,
She is unwanted
But she is unaware
unaware of the circumstances
Circumstances of the society
And laws that aren’t real
I have a query for those to ask
Is it a catastrophe?
Or is it a holocaust? I ask
Because she is unaware!

She, who was born, is unaware,
Unaware of the insult she has to face.

And unaware that she is unwanted,
Is it a catastrophe?

Or is it a holocaust? I ask
To let her educate,

To make her own decisions.
Or go out alone, without any fear,

Of molestation and harassment.

SHE IS UNAWARE!

Shambhavi Singh (1797)
XI
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हम स�द�य� के मौसम का बेसब� से इंतजार करते ह�। हम सभी हर साल �दस�बर के महीने म�
शीतकालीन अवकाश शु� होने क� �ती�ा करते ह�। स�द�य� क� छु�� क� सबसे ख़ास बात यह
होती है �क इस दौरान ��समस और नया साल आता है, जो हम अपने घरवाल� के साथ कह� पर
भी मना सकते ह�। हम सामा�य से अ�धक समय तक चैन क� न�द ले सकते ह�। स�द�य� क� छु��य�
म� म� �यादा देर तक खेल सकता �ँ, �य��क ग�म�य� क� तुलना म� थकान कम होती है। स�द�य� क�
छु��य� म� हमारे यहाँ मेला लगता है, जहाँ म� अपने भाइय� और बहन� के साथ हर साल मौज -म�ती
करने के �लए जाता �ँ |
हर साल क� तरह इस बार भी स�द�य� क� छु�� का समय आया | मेले के �लए और इस बार क�मीर
जाने के �लए म� तैयार था पर हमारे देश म� चल रहे कोरोना क� तीसरी लहर और नया वै�रएटं
ओ�म�ोन ने सारा काय��म ही �बगाड़ �दया I
इस बार न तो मेला लगा और न ही हमारा प�रवार क�मीर ही जा पाया | सुर�ा हेतु मेरे माता-�पता
ने भी हम� बाहर जाने नह� �दया I
शु�आत म� तो बो�रयत सी होने लगी थी ले�कन कहते है न समय �कसी के �लए नह� �कता, तो हर
पल का सही �कार इ�तेमाल करो | तो म�ने �फर भी अपनी छु��य� को आनंद म� �बताया। म�ने अपने
माता-�पता के �वसाय के बारे म� जाना | उनसे नई बात� सीख� और अपने दादा-दाद� के अनुभव�
से कई �कार क� सीख ली | सच बताऊँ तो इस बार क� स�द�य� क� छु��य� म� मुझे सबसे �यादा
आनंद आया �य��क म�ने इस बार हर पल अपने प�रवार वाल� के साथ �बताया और साथ ही साथ
अपना अ�ययन काय� भी जारी रखा। छु��य� के आ�खरी कुछ �दन� ने मुझम� �म��त भावना� को
जगा �दया। एक तरफ मुझे यह सोचकर �ःख होता है �क म� अब �व�ालय के खुलने या ऑनलाइन
क�ा के कारण अ�ययन काय� से एक बार �फर तनाव से �घरा र�ँगा और �सरी तरफ, मुझे यह
जानकार ख़ुशी �ई क� म� अपने सहपा�ठय� से पुनः �मलँूगा। आ�य� क� बात तो यह है �क मुझे
�कूल क� ब�त याद आती है, शायद मेरे �श�क� क� वजह से जो मुझे इतना �यार जो देते ह�।
हालां�क, यह �म��त भावनाए ँयह खबर सुनते ही बदल गई क� इस बार �फर कोरोना क� लहर के
कारण हमारे �कूल नही खुल�गे और �फर हम� ऑनलाइन पढ़ाई करनी होगी | ऐसे म� म� न तो अपने
दो�त� से �मल पाउँगा और न ही तनावमु� रह पाउँगा | पर हाँ ! इस बात क� ख़ुशी थी �क म� अपने
प�रवार के साथ कुछ और समय रह पाउँगा । ले�कन अब म� चाहता �ँ क� हमारा �व�ालय खुल
जाए और म� अपने दो�त� और �श�क� से �मलँू | इस�लए यही �ाथ�ना करता �ँ क� यह कोरोना
नामक भयंकर सं�मण ज�द समा�त हो और हम �फर से अपना सामा�य जीवन जीने लग�।

-देवानंद शु�ला(1522) ।

स�द�य� के अवकाश का अनुभव 
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THE STARDUST

AFFAIR 
Author: Bilal Siddiqui 

 
Year Published: 2017

Genre : Romantic-Thriller

Review:

The book ‘The Stardust Affair’ is a romantic drama thriller written by Bilal Siddiqui.
The book revolves around a young journalist named Avinash Pawar who works at
Mumbai Sun, alongside his mentor, Hamza Syed, whose interest lies in unearthing
the deep secrets of the Mumbai underworld. Things changed for Avinash when he
agreed upon his mentor’s request to ghostwrite about a fading Bollywood actress,
Parineeti Deb Ahuja. Before Avinash knows, he gets drawn to Parineeti’s charm.
While he struggles to confront his feelings, Avinash discovers more about Pari’s
relationship with her secretive industrialist husband. As a result, he gets drawn to
the world of lies and deceit. What starts as a simple, straightforward writing
assignment turns out to be a high-stake game where he tries to his own life. Will he
be successful, forms the rest of the story?

The stardust affair is an exciting thriller. The author has managed to keep the audience
on edge with his crisp writing. This almost 230 pages book written by Bilal Siddiqui
made the audience gasp at his brilliant writing. He has written every character smartly,
giving every character its equal importance.The character of Avinash is written
exceptionally well that there will be moments in the story where the readers will find
themselves rooting for him.
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Apart from Avinash, the other character who stands
out in the story for me is Parineeti. The way her
character is written is way too interesting. By the
end of the story, the readers will be shocked by the
twists in the story, which is somewhat cliché, but it
is written so that the readers will be in awe of the
author’s writing as they might not have imagined. 

Mohak Bajaj(1674)
XI

Positives: 
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For decades now, the conflict between the reserved and the deserved has been a highly
volatile and widespread issue. In 1949, Dr B.R. Ambedkar introduced reservations,
thereby addressing the need to level the ground for the sections of society who suffered
immense discrimination. The reservation law created to uplift society's backward and
marginalised sections was revolutionary and imperative. 
 
Undoubtedly, their years of struggle and the reservation law gave them their identity
legally. However, the fight against the mental stigma is still on, perhaps because times
have changed and so have people. Today, a decent majority of the reserved categories
are living and earning well but still availing reservation benefits. 
The purpose of reservation has faded in the present scenario. Today, the reserved seats
from education to jobs, sports, and politics keep the deserving bereft of opportunities
and hinders the nation’s progress. 
The deserving applicants miss out on the opportunity of learning, growing, and serving
the nation. The nation doesn’t need non-deserving candidates in a responsible
profession like medicine, engineering etc. 
To develop and flourish, we need qualified professionals with the correct mindset.  
The upliftment of every individual in society is a must, and policymakers should
seriously investigate it. But they must also understand that one should get what s/he
deserves irrespective of the caste, creed, and community s/he belongs to. 
It is important to ponder that ability and potential are innate and has nothing to do with
caste, creed, or community. Therefore, let the deserved be reserved; else, we shall be
deprived of good doctors, engineers, scientists, and politicians. 
Can't we shift the fundamentals of reservation from castes to capability? Can't
reservations be allocated on the financial status? 
Perhaps it would end the mental stigma of the society against marginalised categories
and halt the brain drain from India.

RESERVING THE
DESERVING

Neil Prabhakar (1575)
XI 
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